April 2009

Mission of Belleville Church

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ,
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healioggregation. Led by the Holy Spirit, we are
inspired to grow and be renewed through our wotdkifpwship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts. Strengthened by God’s love an@ignce, we strive to serve with compassion
those in need, both near and far.
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PONDERINGS

Dear Friends,
We are all in a similar boat these days,esthe world is so
interconnected. Most churches and philanthropg@aoizations are struggling, while we
are the very ones called upon to be of more hetpare times. Those with means to give
naturally have less to give, while the needs steimcrease. Maybe the times call us
to carefully weigh our choices about money (seeantigle on temptations), and maybe
there is a silver lining, such as a new focus oatidireally important or essential.
Churches and communities of faith have giftayever, that will never be affected by shrifk-
ing portfolios. More than ever, we can offer thit of community, especially loving, nonjudg
mental, supportive community. One meaning of EastéGod So Loved The World!" We ne€g
the victory of Love! Many people need leads fdrgpand we can spread the word. Many neid

[oN

courage in the search, and we can give encourageand prayers for strength. Many need r¢s-
pite or refuge for a time, and we can also protiteugh worshipping a God who IS refuge gnd
strength.

Regarding community ... building one anotieiin love, | hope
my concert on the eve of Palm Sunday will be aroopmity to invite family or friends,
some of whom might not otherwise come to churdsiiig about some of the common
experiences and feelings of life that have to diwaive, and faith. | strongly believe it is
in the sharing of common experiences of life, kgt and happy experiences, that increaseg
the bonds of love. It is indeed free, with freewiffering to benefit youth ministry. | will also
have my CD "Heartsounds" available after the carmfeabout 1 hour. The artist who did the
jacket cover will also be with us and have sombeasfwork available during a refreshment
time.

Hope to see you soon, in church, or at speeiahts of Holy Week.

Pastor Ross




VISITATION COMMITTEE
The Visitation Committee is starting up with Janet Woodman coordinating the
visiting. This is an important part of our church’s life as there are people
who are sick, unable to come to church, a shut-in o r someone who is alone
and would enjoy a brief visit of no more than ¥z hou r. You do not have to do
this on a regular basis of every week; it could be once a month. You might
want to go with someone else, not alone. Janet wil | have a list of indi-
viduals that we at present know are in these circum stances but if you know
of someone do not hesitate to call her informing he r who they are, and they
will then be added to the list. When you do decide to visit, give her a call
to find out who has not recently had a visit. This way we will not slight
anyone on the list. If you would like to be a regul ar visitor please contact
Janet for more details. We already have 2 new peop le who will be doing
visitations, it's easy.
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I Prayer Chain

I Prayer Chain: Anyone interested in being on the prayer chain call Catherine
= Gould and those who would like to request prayers, please call

I Pastor Ross and if he is away, call Catherine Gould.

Service Club
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 14th in tBBannister Room at 1:30 p.m. Tj
program is under development. Please refer to &uhdlletin for details.

Rummage Sale April 25, Saturday

It is not too early to think of our annual rummasgde which will be on Saturday,

We desperately need help for set up on Fridayl 2dth. We also need people to
work at the sale and to clean up afterwards. Bleastact Sue Wolfendale.




BIBLE BEE

Help to equip the next generation to be bold andziss for Jesus
Christ by encouraging them to participate in thst fannual nationg

Bible Bee RALPH AYERS,
Competition happening this fall. Local Bible Beerffests will be Newburyport Historian and
conducted throughout the United States on Satugytember 12

2009. One hundred finalists from each of threecagegories will DICK CUNNINGHAM,

then advance to the National Bible Bee, for a twg;dvorld-class
competition, which will be held on November 5-6090n Wash-
ington D.C., where they will have the opportunitywin up to
$100,000 in prizes.

One of the local contests being conducted on 8dpe12, 2009
will be held in Beverly. Children ages 7-18 (ad\alv. 6, 2009) are
eligible to

participate. To learn more visit www.biblebee.org

http://www.biblebee.org/. To inquire further, or to reserve a spg
for

your children, contact the Local Planning Commitiee

nsbiblebee@gmail.com mailto:janetmckay8@yahoo.can

September 12th may be months away, but enrollfoerhis event
ends on April 30th. Space is limited so pleaseerakoint to re-
serve your space today!

We are also looking for dedicated and passiorduésawho would
be willing to volunteer either in the planning bfg event or on the

ce

Genealogist and Newbury Town Historian

TOGETHER

For a Conversation on New-
buryport and Newbury:

Oddities of the Past!

Sunday May 3, 2009 at 2 PM

Newburyport Public Library Meeting
Room

Between these two beloved ““townies™, there
isn’t much that they don’t know about the
history, scandals, and tall tales of Newbury-
port and Newbury. Come and join us for an
interesting, amusing and enlightening con-
versation!

Hosted by Pennies For Poverty: 2 Cents 4
Change, Inc.

day of the local contest. If you are interestddage contact Janet
McKay at

janetmckay8@yahoo.com

Hugh Doyle Resource Center

f The Extra Mile offering, on Sunday April £9will be for the Hugh Doyle Resource Center loddtethe Masonic !
1 Temple on Green Street in Newburyport. This ceinédps to coordinate services for children and aduolheed.
The Center is a resource agency coordinating alitthe other agencies in Newburyport plus chur@dresschools !
to help people in need of assistance. i

The agency finds ways to offer help with crisigimention, individual and family counseling, rdraad utility as- !
sistance, tutoring. It provides financial assistaftr school programs and community service preject

Please help to support the good works of the Hugyle Resource Center.

Submitted by Diane Crofts for the Fellowship arutr®ach Board.

PLEASE NOTE —- all checks for the Extra Mile offering should imade out to Belleville Congregational Churth.
i Thank you! i



Page 4
NEWS & VIEWS

Due date for News &Views May Issue is Az
Thank you!

COFFEE HOUR 2009

{ April 5" Sue Wolfendale, Kathy Raywood, Maria Niswange
Easter 12 Lori Wiswell, Marge Killam, Gail Gandolfi
18 No Coffee—vacation week
28" Audrey Clarkson, Bob Gould, Nancy Canali
May 3¢ Janet Woodman, Bill Silsby, Anna Guyette

18"  Diane Crofts, Helen Mantarian, Kathy Flaherty

TAKE TWO CLASSIC MOVIES
April 19, 4:00 PM

NOTICE

Please send any information that would be reletateryone to both
Brenda Marshall for the newsletter and to Joyce &iarfor the Sunday bulletin.
Thank you




Take Two Movies
Belleville Church - Bannister Room 300 High Street, Newburyport

Bring Your Own Popcorn! Comfortable beach chairs or pillows for the folding
chairs.

If you would like to help with the Take Two movidgring friends! Bring extra snacks or drinks! Lemdhand set-
ting up chairs! But most important, come and ergog of the all time funny classic comedies

FOOD PANTRIES

cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, hygiene items, paper items, peanut
butter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned meats and fruit, soup, powdered milk,
macaroni and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, bread, crackers.

Easter Lily Order Form

Number of plants

In honor of

In celebration of

In memory of

Given by

Cost of each plant is------------- $9.25. Casltheck made payable to Belleville CongregationaurCh.
Payment maybe put in collection plate, treasum@@sibox or mailed to the church.

Please attach completed form to your payment.

***Deadline for orders is 4/5/09.

Please check one of the following:
____will take plant after service

___have plant sent to a shut-in, nursing home, etc.

Any questions please contact Shirley Locke




Temptations of Christ relevant for our times

In the Spirit
The Rev. Ross Varney

Many in the Christian tradition began Lent witle ttory of Jesus being in the wilderness 40 dayspted
by the devil. | wondered if these classic temptagimight have some relevance to our economicsgcasid sure
enough, the old story seems to be relevant alseartéme!

Think of the first temptation, to turn stonet® bread to satiate his hunger. Jesus resistisseaks of living not
by bread alone. Is this not a time when hungenfaterial comforts turned into greed for many? Ndyevould
Jesus resist greed, but also a quick satisfacfibnmmger, as he showed the ability to live withslesnd not to have
instant gratification. It was as if he were temptiedhake "magic bread," which might be similar tw temptation to
have government print lots of new money, or maybkecauld do a little color copying in the basemeNt, he and
we can live with less bread, especially if sustdibg God's "word" which ultimately has to do witvé and com-
munity.

In the second temptation, Jesus is temptadhtp off the peak of the temple, just to proveesgr God could
catch him. He resists this risk and security gafneommon interpretation is that there is no ultiena¢curity; life
naturally involves risk. But he also could be taagtus not to take wild or foolish risks ... thatwilderness times it
does not pay to invest in junk bonds or start upmanies that promise double and triple returngh&jes the race
horses or lottery tickets becomes the hope for séntmse of realism and moderation from Jesus: ifab ngk-
taking and no guarantees of total security eithed again, no instant gratification.

The third temptation (in Matthew's accountkvieasically to lie or steal (bow down and worshigy said the
devil) to gain power. Well, we know some people wiitbthat and made off with other people's monBgkides
deception, there is also domination in the "workhef devil."

We can simply dominate or have a monopoly in thekatplace to the point that the little guy has hartce to com-
pete with any profit. No, love of neighbor wouldtmtiow any of the above in Jesus' world. He wasmerested in
exerting power over everyone, but in sharing poaed in sharing resources, also.

Other than the three "classic" temptationstehs another that comes to mind in this econatititate. To put all
money under a mattress or lock it tightly in thEesaisavings account out there. Too many are dbiaigand send-
ing the economy into a downward spiral of fearudesddressed this in another place when he wagadsa dig-
ging a hole and burying one's "talent" out of fear.

Patience, hard work, and taking the long viawe,things Jesus seems to advocate. Abovewlg support,
whether family or friends or greater community viaél part of our answer. There is hope, yet nokgfikc New life
will happen together, over time.



Plan to attend the service on Maundy Thursday
Potluck at 6 p.m. Worship at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 9

Belleville’s special worship service rememberdegus’ last supper with his disciples begins at
7 p.m. on the Thursday before Easter, Apfil ¥ou are invited to share a potluck meal befonehat

6 p.m., and then stay for the service of Tenebke.will leave the darkened stage room in silence.

Bread and beverage will be provided by Fellowghiputreach Board. If you would like to help
set up beforehand or clean up on Friday morningtad Fellowship & Outreach and /or the Worship &
Education Board.

If anybody needs a ride contact Gail Gandolfikely Burke-Anderson

ATTENTION: Eight Scripture readers are neededlfierservice.

Stewardship and Finance

The Board will meet on Wednesday, April 1stat 7 p.m.

THRIFT SHOP
Wednesdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. until noon.
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Annual Reports i
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Please send all reports to Joyce Dumais by Apst 217
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ALL MEN INVITED!
Men's supper fellowship Tuesday, April 28tl6 gm
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NOTICE FROM THE MODERATOR

Greetings All,

Once again the time for the May Annual Meetinfast approaching,
when many of our volunteers, currently serving fisers on the various
church boards will need to be replaced. As tte#ins are ending, and they
are no longer able to serve in their post (as pdaWws), they will need to ste
down and be replaced. Please, when asked, cossapgring-up to serve.
Meetings are only once a month, but these boargs s@portant functions.

When we joined the church, we all pledged to supactivities, its
management, its programs, its finances, its phgbgoand, of course, one a
other. All of usmembers and friends of Belleville Church, needdip fn the
management of this institution.

Unless | am mistaken, it appears that all the dmanll have multiple
vacancies: Executive Board, Board of Worship adddation, Board of Fel-
lowship and Outreach, and the Board of StewardshgoFinance.

Jim Marshall, Moderator 2008-2009

p




BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

February 17, 2009

Present: Jim Marshall, Gail Gandolfi, Diane Crofts, Brendarshall, Marion Spark, Mary Lou Tyler, Bill Silgh
Bob Locke

No minutes of last meeting were available
Committee Reports:
Pastor: None from Ross who is on Sabbatical

Fellowship and Outreach — Diane Crofts - for March extra mile will be OGeeat Hour of Sharing. Sharing resources
and changing lives. Extra Thrift Shop clothing veagsught to Salem Mission. $167 collected for camity services
for February.

Stewardship and Finance - Mary Lou Tyler. Bob Locke updated us on opemis - Parsonage water leak will be
fixed in spring. Sunday school - 2 heaters wetedi Other will not be fixed. Space heaters agdlable if needed.
Kip Tyler updated board about the fact that Bellevs the evacuation site for the Bresnahan Schdbkre are 2 po-
tential new tenants. Our new Saturday morningrieSaturday morning paying $50 per hour for 1 hpmirweek.
The S&F board will meet with Ken Moran, an investinmanager for LPL, to discuss investment optian§/arch
4" If the S&F board likes his suggestions, we wiive our investments for him to manage. The imgét open to
all members. Based on bylaws, it is the respolitgilof S&F board to manage funds and any changése brought
to the Executive. Board. S&F board is trying teg@rve assets.

Treasurer’s report — Bill Silsby — Capital campaign took in more mgiiie January and February for approximately
$35,000. 2009 Budget was approved at annual ngeetin

Worship and Ed — Gail Gandolfi — Planning Holy Week. Need 1 moirele leader. We will be in the Meeting
House for Easter. We may be in the Meeting Hoas®&lm Sunday - to be determined later. Keri Bémame and
discussed plans for a youth group. She wouldtbketart March ¥ with meet greet and skate for upper middle school
children and reach out to parents and past confidsizand youth from hike. Gail will check to skshie is COREyed.
She has great ideas and enthusiasm.

Old Business:

Music Contract — Mary Lou discussed the Childrahisir stipend. She has been paying through payEotec com-
mittee recommends contract be signed By2ek of March so it can be reviewed by next Exem@ittee meeting on
March 17" at next meeting. Children’s choir shall performice in the fall and four times in the spring a®ation
permits.

Building Committee — Bob Locke — met with 3 contractors, electricigreadesmen, etc. Contractors see vagueness
to drawings such as exit lights above doors. Gamtors will meet with Bob Gould. Bids are due Felope?". CEC
meeting March 8 to discuss bids.

Bob Locke will meet roofer 2/18 to see about repgiMeeting House roof.

Jim got email from Joyce Dumais, Church Secretaggarding conference by UCC “Bane and Blessikigeeting
House as an Asset” to be held by at United Congiews Church, Worcester, on March"?8:30 to 4:30. Cost is $50
per person or $150 per team.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Marion Spark, Clerk
2/17/09



April 2009 Belleville Church Calendar
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MAY DATES
Annual Meeting Il May 3, 2009
Mother’s Day May 10, 2009

Women's breakfast May 11, 200
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April

5 Kelly Burke-Anderson
7 Faye Richards

7 Linda Himeon

12 Lynne Hangen
15 Sue Heersink
15 Pete Conway
18 Nancy Canali
21 Sue Cavalieri
23 Nancy Tsakirgis
27 Nancy Lewis
30 Mel Woodman

May

3 Elizabeth Valeriani

8 Robert Gandolfi

8 Matthew Chmielewski
12 Mary Wood

12 Talya Ipbuken

13 Daryl Laing

26 Joyce Burrier

30 Michael Valeriani

i Belleville is looking for a few good teachers that could do the Children's Sermon
If you have any ideas or would volunteer, please contact Ross.

¢ This is a great way to connect with our youth! Submitted by Gail Gandolfi on behalf :
: of the W&E board: Kelly Burke-Anderson, Nancy Tsakirgis, Peggy Utterback, Sue

Z once in awhile.

TIME FOR CHILDREN

Heersink, Maria Niswonger.
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
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Newburyport, MA 01950
Permit No. 105

Email: bellevillechurch@verizon.net

Pastor's office hours:
Tues. 11 am—12:30pm

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.
Please call to assure the pastor is available

Church Office 978-465-7734

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais

Office hours :

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon

Church Officers:

Moderator

James Marshall
Clerk

Marion Spark
Treasurer

Bill Silsby

Collector

Shirley Locke
Memorial Fund Treasurer
Kelly Burke-Anderson
Auditor

Jim Samuelson

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board)
Bob Locke

Brenda Marshall (extended term)

Contact Persons:

Board of Fellowship and
Outreach

Diane Crofts

Board of Worship and Education
Kelly Burke-Anderson

Board of Stewardship and Finance
Mary Lou Tyler

UCC Delegate
Emery Rice

Belleville Church Website is:

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/
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Sunday School Coordinator
Nancy Tsakirgis

Flower Coordinator
Shirley Locke

Hospitality Coordinator
Audrey Clarkson

Sexton

Bob Locke




