Belleville Congregational Church

Ponderings 1
Coffee Hour 2

Anna May Guyette 3

Calendar 4
May Day 5
Maundy Thursday 6

Easter Sunday

New Members 72
Book Discussion
Scripture readers 8
Birthday 9

Contacts 10

NEWS & VIEWS

April 2010
News and Views

MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH

Centered in the inclusive love of
Jesus Christ, we seek to be a welcoming,
affirming, and healing congregation. Led by
the Holy Spirit, we are inspired to grow and
be renewed through our worship,
fellowship, Scripture study and the sharing
ofourgifts. { i NBY 3G KSYSR 0
and guidance, we strive to serve with
compassion those in need, both near and
far.

Dear Friends,

Tragedies seem to be in the news every day ... Haiti, Chile, untold areas of natural
disaster, even from the floods and winds in our own northeast region. | just went to my
accountant's house to finish taxes, and in his driveway there were TWO smashed cars, due
to the falling of huge tree parts! | am immediately reminded of the comments Jesus makes
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think those 18 people were any worse than the rest?" Do we think that those damaged by
falling trees deserved it any more than the rest of us? The rhetorical answer is a resounding
NO. We cannot always link misfortune with sin and consequence.

It is not easy to make sense out of natural disasters, whether from storms or diseases or
disabilities. The eternal why may always remain unanswered. But the way of faith insists that
God works for good in all things, for those that love God (Romans 8:28). Jesus also says that
the man born blind will have purpose, even miraculous purpose, to show the power of God.
In times of crisis, there is always opportunity; we all spoke of the miracles of the aid rushed
to New York City after 9/11, and now we see global aid coming in to Haiti (one of the
miracles being that G.W. Bush and Bill Clinton are jointly spearheading some of
the aid efforts!) Would that we could have the same bipartisan spirit regarding Health Care
Reform!

With Easter now upon us, we have yet another miracle to hope for...... the promise of
new life coming even from death. Yes, we suffer little deaths or losses all the time; maybe
they are the training ground for the more climactic times. So in this season when we are
hearing of major tragedies, we also proclaim a faith in things hoped for, in new life that we
do not see yet, a mystery still unrevealed. We "keep on keeping on," as some of the gospel
singers like to put it, knowing that God can "make a way out of no way," and
that Christ shows victory even over death itself.

(Continued on Page3)
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(Continued from page one)

| recently heard a testimony about prayer...... how one addict and ex-con, skeptical about new life, found
a friend with whom to pray the simple prayer, Come, Spirit of Jesus. Apparently after about 20

minutes of concerted yet simple prayer, a hardened young man began to weep and say that he felt a
warm light and presence come into his being that something new was happening inside of him. Yes, there
can be new life, even when all hope seems lost and death seems to have dominion. Let us embrace
resurrection hope and welcome resurrection experience this Easter time! Ross

COFFEE HOUR 2010

Mar
28t Shirley Locke, Jane Thomas, Cynthia Peirce, Norma Dean
Easter
Apr 4% Diane Crofts, Anna Guyette, Marion Spark
11t Gail Gandolfi, Bob Gould, Diana Bondar
18" No Coffee School Vacation
25 Audrey Clarkson, Emery Rice, Bill Silsby, Lori Wiswell
May 2" Diane Crofts, Helen Hatcher, Christa Middler
gt Janet Woodman, Helen Mantarian, Pam Ellis
16" Peggy Utterback, Jean Kirkpatrick, Kathy Raywood
23" Audrey Clarkson, Maria Niswonger, Debra Moore
30" No Coffee Holiday Weekend
summer
Sept 5% No Coffee Holiday Weekend
12" Audrey Clarkson, Nancy Lewis, Carolyn Kyle
Service Club

Please don't forget us as you start your spring cleaning. Our annual rummage sale is to be held April
17th. Any items to be donated can be left now under the table outside the Thrift Shop. In April they should
be put behind the curtain on the stage.

Thrift Shop

Now is the time to visit our shop and bring your friends. We are having our winter $3 a bag sale. The sale
will continue through the end of March, but shop now for great bargains. Donations are accepted anytime.
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April 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1Maundy 2Good Friday | 3 Thrift shop
Thursday
9-noon
4 Worship 5Womanad 6 7 Thriftshop | 8 9 10 Thrift shop
10a Disc 4pm 9-noon
Meeti Bible Disc. 6:15 9-noon
eeting .
House Choir 7:30 pm
Easter S/F 7pm
11 Worship 12 13W/E 7pm | 14 Thrift shop | 15 16 17 Thrift shop
10a 9-noon
chasel Bible Disc. 6:15 9-noon
ape i
Choir 7:30 pm RUMMAGE
SALE
18 Worship 19Wo ma n g 20 21 Thrift shop | 22 23 24 Thrift shop
10a Disc 4pm 9-noon
Bible Disc. 6:15 9-noon
Chapel Choir 7:30 pm
25 Worship 26 27 28 Thrift shop | 29 30
10a 9-noon
Bible Disc. 6:15
Chapel Choir 7:30 pm
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May Day Celebration

Sunday, May 2™ During coffee hour

Join the festivities as we enjoy May Day by dancing around the May Pole, eating

strawberry shortcake and making May baskets to deliver to friends.

Please bring the following items for refreshments.

People whose last name begins with these letters please bring the following:

A-H

I-K

L-N

O-R

prepared strawberries

whipped cream

ginger ale

Angel food cake

Vanilla ice cream or
raspberry sherbet

more strawberries

EMAIL FOR BELLEVILLE

Our church email address is: bcchurch@worldpath.net
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Plan to attend the service on Maundy Thursday

Potluck at 6 p.m.  Worship at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 1
Sttt SOAtfSQa aLISOALE g2NAKALI aSNIA(
disciples begins at 7 p.m. on the Thursday before Easter, April 1st. You are invited to
share a potluck meal beforehand at 6 p.m. and then stay for the service of Tenebrae.
Tenebrae (pronounced tén-eh-bray) is a service of scripture readings that tell the story of
WS&dzaQ GNRI X ONHzZOAFTAEAZ2Y S inglifhingoftzMdek. f
We will leave the darkened stage room in silence. Tenebrae is a very beautiful and

moving service.

Bread and beverage will be provided by Fellowship & Outreach Board. If you would like
to help set up beforehand on Wednesday evening, March 31" or clean up on Friday
morning, there will be a sign up sheets available in the Bannister room.

If anybody needs a ride contact Gail Gandolfi @ 978-462-2828

or Kelly Burke-Anderson @ 617-605-7524.

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4

Easter Sunday April 4th service in the Meeting house with an egg hunt
for the children after worship on the lawn, weather permitting.

Easter Sunrise Service

6:22 a.m. April 4 with
Central Congregational
Church
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New Member orientation

We are having a new member orientation. If there is anyone interested or if there is any one you
know who might be interested in becoming a member of Belleville Congregational Church, please
come to our orientation being held on April 18th at 9:00 am. There will be representatives of the
different boards available for questions and answers before worship. After a time of reflecting,
any wishing to become new members will be honored on May 2nd.

Our next book discussion Tuesday May 4™

Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church Is Transforming the Faith by
Diana Butler Bass

From Publishers Weekly

Most pundits will tell you that the mainline churches 0 Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans,
Episcopalians, Congregationalists and Disciples of Christ 0 are in decline: it is now commonplace
to assume that liberal churches are doomed and only evangelical churches are growing. Think

again, says Butler Bass (  The Practicing Congregation ) in this challenging and hopeful book,

which summarizes the findings of a three -year study funded by the Lilly Endowment. Her
provocative conclusions include the observation that today's mainliners have redefined politics

by favoring bottom - up acts of service over structural change. And, she says, the thriving
congregations are neith  er red nor blue, but purple 0 a mix of Democrats and Republicans. This

is Bass's best book yet.

Join us for some light refreshments. If interested please let Peggy Utterback, Kelly
Burke - Anderson or Gail Gandolfi of the W/E board know so that we can obtain some
copies for passing around.
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2010 Scripture Readers

Mar. 28 Gail

Apr. 4 Jim Marshall

Apr. 11 Cathy Morrow

Apr. 18 Maria
Apr. 25 Geoff
May 2 Bill Silsby
May 9 Marion
May 16 Peggy
May 23 Kelly
May 30 Kathleen
June 6 Gall
June 13 Jim
June 20 Cathy

June 27 Maria

June 6 Gall
June 13 Jim
June 20 Cathy
June 27 Maria
July 4 Geoff
July 11 Bill
July 18Marion
July 25 Peggy
Aug. 1 Kelly
Aug. 8 Kathleen
Aug. 15 Gail
Aug. 22 Jim
Aug. 29 Cathy
Sept. 5 Maria

Sept. 12 Geoff

Sept. 19 Bill 8
Sept. 26 Marion

Oct. 3 Peggy

Oct. 10 Kelly

Oct. 17 Kathleen

Oct. 24 GailGandolfi
Oct. 31 JimMarshall
Nov. 7 CathyMorrow
Nov. 14 MariaNiswonger
Nov. 21 GeoffRaywood
Nov. 28 Bill Silsby

Dec. 5 MariorSpark
Dec. 12 PeggWtterback

Dec. 19 KellyBurke-
Anderson

Dec. 26 KathleeBrittan

and April 19",

22YSyQa
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5 A & O dzindea t& ryeet EndhBirsizhdd i Ydhday of every month at
the home of Cathie Gould. The meetings take place at 4 p.m. and will be meeting this month on April 5

NEWS & VIEWS DEADLINE
April 20 for May issue
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Happy irthday

April
5 Kelly Burke-Anderson

7 Faye Richards

7 Linda Himeon May

12 Lynne Hangen 3 Elizabeth Valeriani

15 Sue Heersink 8 Robert Gandolfi

15 Petey Conway 8 Matthew Chmielewski

18 Nancy Canali 12 Mary Wood

21 Sue Cavalieri 12 Talya Ipbuken

23 Nancy Tsakirgis 13 Daryl Laing

27 Nancy Lewis 26 Joyce Burrier

30 Mel Woodman 30 Michael Valeriani




Non-Profit Organization

Belleville Congregational Church U.S. POSTAGE

Email bcchurch@worldpath.net

Pastor's office hours:

PAID

Permit No. 105

Newburyport, MA 01950

Tues. 11 amt 12:30pm

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.
Please call to assure the pastor is available
Church Office 978-465-7734

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais

Office hours :

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.T 12 noon

Church Officers:

Moderator
James Marshall

Clerk Contact Persons:

Kathy Raywood
Board of Fellowship and

Treasurer
Outreach
Mary Lou Tyler
Collector Diane Crofts
Assistant Treasurer Board of Worship and Education
William Silsby

Kelly Burke-Anderson
Memorial Fund Treasurer

Kelly Burke-Anderson Board of Stewardship and Finance

Auditor
Mary Lou Tyler
Jim Samuelson

Members-at-Large (EX.
Board)

Bob Locke

Helen Hatcher

UCC Delegate
Emery Rice
Belleville Church Website is:

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/

*kkkikk

Sunday School Coordinator
Nancy Tsakirgis

Flower Coordinator

Shirley Locke

Hospitality Coordinator
Audrey Clarkson

Sexton

Bob Locke




