Belleville Congregational Church
“Don’t be
alarmed,” he
said. “You are
looking for Jesus
the Nazarene,
who was
crucified. He has
risen! He is not
here. Mark 16:6
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MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH
Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ,
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and
healing congregation. Led by the Holy Spirit,
we are inspired to grow and be renewed
through our worship, fellowship, Scripture
study and the sharing of our gifts.
Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we
strive to serve with compassion those in need,
both near and far.
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Thank God for Spring! What a hard winter for many, unless skiing is a favorite activity! This is the first
winter that I learned (the hard way) about the need to shovel off rooftops. I was given an article entitled:
“Homeowners Beware: After Snow, the Ice Dam Cometh!” I collected water drippings in two rooms of the
parsonage, without too much damage to ceilings and walls, but my Mother fared worse, with major damage
to one ceiling and roof, and did not sleep well at night as water dripped steadily into strategically placed pots
and pans.
Yet there are far greater trials out there these days, from the natural disaster in Japan, to continued
oppression and warfare around the world. And in our own smaller worlds there are illnesses of the body, and
turmoil in the mind that can plague us. I believe that God is not the “cause” of tragedies, but somehow the
world was created so that they are “allowed” as part of the freedom granted to nature and humans.
As we move through Lent and approach Easter, it may be good to meditate a bit on trials (Through many
dangers, toils and snares...), just to remind ourselves that we all have them. They may differ in kind, but no
one is immune. Not even Jesus. In fact, his empowerment in the Spirit involved severe testing, his time of
temptations in the wilderness. All through his life he was tested, attacked and scorned by many, usually those
of the status quo, or those who felt threatened by his spiritual strength. He always drew on a deep well of
strength that we call Spirit, and we have the access to that same Spirit.
We have tried some opening chants in worship this Lent...... chants about love, chants about the sure
presence of God, and about walking humbly with God. It is one way of opening to the Spirit, one way of
receiving what some call the “anointing” of the Spirit. We remember Luke says it was when Jesus was
“praying,” the Holy Spirit came and rested on him like a dove. Thus he was fortified to face the many trials of
his ministry.
We all have various trials or crosses to bear, due to freedoms in nature and in human interactions. While
we cannot always change some physical problems we face, in the Spirit we can always increase faith, hope
and love, rather than slip into despair or a defeatist attitude. We can always increase our commitment to
community that can buoy us up with healing love. Whether chanting, praying or just dogged commitment, let
us have faith in and embrace new hope and love that IS EASTER (...Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far,
and Grace will lead me home!)

Yours in Easter faith, Ross
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It's a new year in service to
Belleville. If you cannot read
on the date that you have
been assigned, no worries,
just call the next person on
the list or send out an email
and trade. Peace, Gail

SCRIPTURE READERS LIST
2011
Mar. 27 Kelly
Apr. 3 Karen
10 Gail
17 Carolyn (call)
24 Jim
May 1 Cathy
8 Maria
15 Bill
22 Bill
29 Nancy (call)
June 5 Marion
12 Peggy
19 Kelly
26 Karen
Women's
Discussion Group
The
Women's
July
3 Gail Discussion Group is
looking10for
new members.
Currently
Carolyn
(call)
we are meeting the first and third
17ofJim
Monday
each month. If you are
24 Cathy
interested,
please call Cathie Gould
31 Bill
Aug. 7 Bill
14 Nancy (call)
21 Marion
28 Peggy
Sept. 4 Kelly
11 Karen
18 Gail
25 Carolyn (call)
Oct. 2 Jim
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 12th at 1:30 in the Bannister Room. We will be discussing
9 Cathy
the Rummage Sale and starting to set things up. If you can help - please come.
16 Bill
23 Bill
Rummage Sale
30 Nancy (call)
Our Rummage Sale is on April 16th from 9 - 1. We will be setting up and marking items on that
Nov. Anything
6 Marionyou would
Friday starting at 9. We need all the help we can get both Friday and Saturday.
like to donate can be left off now outside the Thrift Shop. The sooner itemsNov.
come13in;Peggy
the easier it will
be for us. Thank you in advance.
20 Kelly
2
27 Karen
Dec. 4 Gail

Service Club

Maundy Thursday
ALL ARE WELCOME

Thursday, April 21

Potluck at 6 p.m.
Worship at 7 p.m.
Belleville’s special worship service remembering Jesus’ last supper with his disciples begins at
7 p.m. on the Thursday before Easter, April 21st. You are invited to share a potluck meal beforehand
at 6 p.m. and then stay for the service of Tenebrae. Tenebrae (pronounced tén-eh-bray) is a service of
scripture readings that tell the story of Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, and burial, accompanied by the gradual
extinguishing of candles. We will leave the darkened stage room in silence. Tenebrae is a very
beautiful and moving service.
Bread and beverage will be provided by Fellowship & Outreach Board. If you would like to help set up
we will be staying after coffee on Palm Sunday April 17th. If you would like to help clean up on Friday
morning there will be a sign up sheet available in the Bannister room.
If anybody needs a ride contact Gail Gandolfi or Kelly Burke-Anderson.
Thank you,
Worship and Education

Happy Birthday
April

May

5 Kelly Burke-Anderson
7 Faye Richards
7 Linda Himeon
12 Lynne Hangen
15 Sue Heersink
15 Petey Conway
18 Nancy Canali
21 Sue Cavalieri
23 Nancy Tsakirgis
27 Nancy Lewis
30 Mel Woodman

2 David Morrow
3 Elizabeth Valeriani
8 Robert Gandolfi
8 Matthew Chmielewski
12 Mary Wood
12 Talya Ipbuken
13 Daryl Laing
26 Joyce Burrier
30 Michael Valeriani

Adult Education Series continues
Through the DVD series, "Embracing an
Adult Faith: Marcus Borg on What it Means
to Be Christian", author and Bible scholar
Marcus Borg invites us to join him in
revisiting Christianity's most fundamental
questions. In this five-session, faithformation resource, participants witness
Marcus in dialogue with a small, diverse
group of adults as they honestly -- and
sometimes painfully -- confront the big
questions and work together toward
authentic answers.
Meetings will be April 7 & 14 at 7 pm.

Please let me know of any birthdays that are not
included in the list. Thank you.
Brenda Marshall
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2011-2012 Coffee Hour List
Mar
Apr

Apr
Easter
May

Sept

27
3
10
17
24
1
8
15
22
29
4
11
18
25

Sue Wolfendale, Shirley Locke, Jane Thomas
Sue Heersink, Marion Spark, Bill Silsby
Gail Gandolfi, Maria Niswonger, Norma Dean
No Coffee Hour School Vacation
Audrey Clarkson, Diane Crofts, Mary Lou Tyler
Kathy Raywood, Jean Kirkpatrick, Helen Hatcher
Nancy Canali, Brenda Marshall, Cynthia Peirce
Janet Woodman, Helen Mantarian, Pam Ellis
Audrey Clarkson, Debra Moore, Bob Gould
No Coffee Hour Holiday Weekend
Holiday Weekend No Coffee Hour
Audrey Clarkson, Diana Bondar, Carolyn Kyle
Lori Wiswell, Dorothy Williamson, Mary Lou Tyler
Nancy Tsakirgis, Gail Gandolfi, Irene Bradford

Community Service
suggests following items
Juice packs
coffee
canned vegetables
canned chicken
canned beef stew
spaghetti sauce
peanut butter (creamy,only)
jelly
hamburger helper

Dr. Scott Smith to Speak at Belleville
Dr. Scott Smith will be speaking on "Circular String Theory:
Beyond Einstein and Relativity" on Wednesday, April 27 at
7:30 p.m. at Belleville. Dr. Smith will be focusing on time and
energy not as imaginary or a "fourth dimension" but as actual
spinning momentum.

The first person listed is asked to
please take charge of the coffee
hour for that week and can notify
the rest of the committee if
needed. This schedule is included
in the News and Views and is
posted on the bulletin board.
Please feel free to swap around
with anyone if the assigned week
is a conflict for you.
The church will supply the napkins,
cups, plates, coffee, cream, sugar
and juice.
Anyone can bring something for
coffee hour even if it is not your
week. You do not have to be listed
to donate. All donations gratefully
accepted.
Audrey Clarkson
Diane Crofts
Carolyn Kyle
Nancy Canali
Sue Wolfendale

Breathe & Smile Gentle Chair Yoga
Class held March 10th – May 19th
Enjoy a yoga class to help you breathe deeply
and reduce stress! Simple breath exercises
combined with healing movements help
improve immunity, digestion, sleep patterns
and help relax our whole nervous system.
Facilitated by Carla Mattioli, M.A. Interfaith
Minister
Time: Thursday afternoons 2-3 p.m.
Cost: sliding scale $5-$10 per class.
Location: Belleville Congregational Church
Hall
Please call Carla to register or for more
information 978-546-8018 or
www.awakcarts.com
4

RESURRECTION

Easter April 24

“How strange that nature does not knock, and yet does not intrude.”
Emily Dickinson
How quietly the resurrection begins. Crocuses, other spring flowers
and buds on the trees begin to appear, but sometimes these small signs are
seen only by those who look for them. I am one of those who look
anxiously for these signs of new life as soon as the snow of winter
disappears. This year, 2011, in Newburyport, there was several feet of snow
covering my daffodils in the back yard. Each day I watched as the snow
slowly melted away. When I could wait no longer, I removed the frozen
snow from the area where daffodils blossom each spring. To my surprise,
the daffodils had grown about two inches even though they had been
buried deep under the frozen snow and had no light or warmth from the
sun.
Just as Jesus was buried in a cold, dark tomb and rose victorious
over death, the daffodils had risen to new life. What an image God has left
of Jesus’ glorious Resurrection. Although the daffodils will die once again in
the freezing temperatures of winter, Christ will reign forever.
B. Lancaster Marshall

Sunrise Service
with Central
Congregational
Church and
Salisbury
Methodist Church
at Salisbury
Reservation at
6 AM
Easter Service of
Praise at 10 AM in
the Belleville
Meeting House

"The kingdom of the
world has become the
kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and
he shall reign forever
and ever."
Revelation 11:15
…so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so
also grace might reign
through righteousness
to bring eternal life
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Romans 5:21
And their eyes were
opened, and they
recognized him.
And(B) he vanished
from their sight.
Luke 24:31
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Belleville Church Calendar
April 2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2 Thrift shop
9-noon

3

4

5

Worship
10a

6 Thrift shop 7 Lenten
9-noon

8

series 7:15
Choir 7:30

9 Thrift shop
9-noon
Roots Music
Concert at 8 pm
& Community
Art Show at 7
pm

10

11

12 Service 13 Thrift

14 Lenten 15

16Thrift

Club 1:30pm
W/E board

series 7:15
Choir 7:30

shop
9-noon

19 Ex.Board 20 Thrift

21 Maundy 22

2

Worship
10am Palm
Sunday

7:30 pm

shop
9-noon

Thursday

Thrift
shop
9-noon

24 Easter 25

26

27 Thrift

28

shop 9 am noon

Bible Study ?
Choir ?

Worship
10a

17

Sunday
Sunrise
Service at
6am

18

shop
9-noon

29

30
Thrift shop
9-noon

String Theory
7:30pm

Worship at
10am
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Moderator Report
Fellow members of Belleville Congregational Church,
On May of 2008, I first assumed the office of our church’s Moderator. In May of this year, it will have been three
years that I have held this office. And...while I have enjoyed my time as Moderator, I feel it is time for me to make way for
a fresh voice in this position.
As a Congregational Church, we pride ourselves in being a church owned and governed by all the congregation.
In reality, most of the every day, week-by-week, and monthly activities of Belleville, are planned and carried out by the
members of our various Boards. I would ask you all to prayerfully consider volunteering for some of the several, already
vacant, positions, and/or to be the Moderator.
The following information comes from Belleville’s By-Laws concerns duties of and information about the
Moderator position (italics are mine):
Article VII, Section 3. Appointments (paragraph 2) All persons appointed to functional positions on the Boards are appointed
or re-appointed after the Annual Meeting to one (1) year terms and are eligible for re-appointment. All persons appointed to project
positions or ad-hoc committee membership by the church, Executive Board, or Boards serve until the task for which they were
appointed is completed.
Article VIII, Officers, Section I. Moderator The Moderator is the chief officer of the church, presides at all (congregational)
meetings of the church, and chairs the Executive Board. The Moderator works together with the pastor in an attitude of spiritual
advocacy, representing the congregation and its’ Mission Statement.
(The Moderator, customarily conducts the Annual Meetings, and any special Church meetings)
Article X, Executive Board, Section 1. Composition
The Executive Board serves as the leadership body of the church, coordinating and administrating the affairs of the church. It
develops church goals and priorities, as well as annual and long-range plans.
The Executive Board consists of the following:
Moderator – Chair;
Clerk – Secretary;
Treasurer, Collector;
Memorial Fund Treasurer;
Board Chairpersons –three;
Members-at-Large – Two members-at-large serving as regular members.
As you can see, the duties of the Moderator are not overwhelming. I would urge anyone who might want to take on this
office to contact me, or Ross. Either of us would be more than willing to answer any questions you might have.
- James Marshall, Moderator
Roots Music Concert Series: The Parkington Sisters
The Parkington Sisters will perform an Indie Folk concert on Saturday April 9, 2011 at 8:00 pm at the
Belleville Congregational Church. The doors will open at 7:00 pm for coffee, dessert, and a Community Art
Show, which will continue during the intermission and after the concert. The Roots Music Concert Series
was started in December of 2010 to bring a variety of roots music to Newburyport, and raise funds to restore
and maintain our historic buildings. More information can be found at www.bellevillechurch.org/music.php
and www.parkingtonsisters.com.
Setup will begin at 6:00 pm on Saturday, April 9. Doors open for concert-goers at 7:00 pm. Paper and email flyers are available if artists want to announce the show to others. E-mail requests for flyers to Maria
Niswonger at bellevilleconcerts@gmail.com.
We hope that you will join us for our next concert and
Community Art Show. Please let me know if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,
Maria Niswonger
Concert Organizer, bellevilleconcerts@gmail.com
Photo: Torkil Stavdal © 2011.
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Belleville Congregational Church
Church Staff & Contact Information
Pastor Ross Varney
978-462-4899
office hours: Tuesday 11 AM - Noon;

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Newburyport, MA 01950
Permit No. 105

Wednesday-Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;
or by appointment, suggested Wed/Thur.
evenings

Please call to assure the pastor is available
Church Office
978-465-7734
Kristy Taylor, Office Administrator
office hours: Tuesday through Friday; 9
a.m. to noon
Church Email: bcchurch@worldpath.net
Website: www.bellevillechurch.org
David Morrow, Organist/Choir Director
Bob Locke, Sexton

Church Officers:

Contact Persons:

Moderator

Board of Fellowship & Outreach

James Marshall

Sunday School Coordinator
Pam Ellis

Diane Crofts

Clerk

Flower Coordinator

Kathy Raywood
Treasurer

Board of Worship & Education

Mary Lou Tyler

Kelly Burke-Anderson

Shirley Locke

Hospitality Coordinator

Collector
Assistant Treasurer

Board of Stewardship & Finance

William Silsby

Bob Locke

Audrey Clarkson

Memorial Fund Treasurer
Kelly Burke-Anderson
Auditor

UCC Delegate

Jim Samuelson

Emery Rice

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board)
Helen Hatcher
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