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                 MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH 

  Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we 

seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing 

congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are inspired to 

grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, 

Scripture study and the sharing of our gifts.  Strengthened 

by God’s love and guidance, we strive to serve with 

compassion those in need, both near and far. 

Ponderings  1 

Calendar  2 

Christmas Notes                 3 

Anna May Guyette              4 

Service  Club                         5 

Pennies                                  6 

Extra mile 

Birthdays                               7 

Contacts                                 8 

 

 

 

 

                                  Copper for Christmas 
        Yes, "ministers of the Word" like to enjoy words, alliteration  

being one favorite practice; you may have noticed the November  

stewardship themes of Christ-centered Community, Christ-like  

Compassion, and Christ-led Courage. So why not Copper for 

Christmas! 

      Before you think the preacher has lost his marbles, just hear me 

out. I was up on the peak of the Meeting House roof recently (I know, 

 proof there's no elevator to the top, and no, I was not being tempted   

to jump).  I was simply checking on how our maintenance dollars were 

being spent, and getting to know a bit about roofer’s lives at the same 

time. Don't worry, there was a thick guide rope from one tower to the 

 other. 

      WOW! What an art in slate and copper roofing!  Imagine   

measuring, marking, bending, snipping, and nailing the copper,    

sealing every nail and seam with solder, crouching near the edge of 

 the bell tower, some 50 feet above the ground. 

      So where's the connection? Well, rather than pondering the  

panoramic view or heavenly things, I kept my eyes focused on 

 the  skilled roofing work before me. It is sometimes said that "love is 

in the details," and this is the kind of work it takes so we can be in 

"God's house" without getting wet! 

      The Incarnation is indeed about word in the flesh, love in  

action, love in the details, etc. At Christmas, we sometimes think of  

the gift of gold fit for kings, but perhaps we can remember also the  

copper that bends in the hands, mends leaks, is used by carpenters or   

roofers in daily work. 

      Yes, we are building, and need many skills and gifts, physical  

and spiritual. What gifts do you bring this holy season? See you soon.   

With love this Advent season, Ross Varney 

 

Making Connections 
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December 2009 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
    1 

Book 
Discussion 

7 pm 

 2 
Thrift shop 

9-noon 
S/F 7 pm 

Bible Disc. 
6:15 pm 

 

 3  4  5 
 Thrift shop 

9-noon 

 
 

             

6 
Worship 

10a 
Chapel 

 7 
7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ 

Disc. 4 pm 

 8 
Service 

Club1:30pm 
W/E 7pm 

 9 
Thrift shop 

9-noon 
Bible Disc. 

6:15 pm 
 

 

 10 
Anna 

Smulowitz 
7 pm 

 11  12 
Thrift shop 

9-noon 

 

             

13 
Worship 

10a 
Meeting 

House 

 14  15 
Ex. Board 

7pm 

 16 
Thrift shop 

9-noon 
Bible Disc. 

6:15 pm 
 
 

 17  18  19 
Thrift shop 

9-noon 

 

             

20 
Worship 

10a 
Meeting 

House 

 21 
7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ 

Disc. 4 pm 

 22 
.Ï ÍÅÎȭÓ 

supper 

 23  
Thrift shop 

9-noon 
NO Bible 

Disc 

 

 24 
Candle 

Light 
service 

7pm 

 25 
CHRISTMAS 

 26  
Thrift shop 

closed 

 
 

             

27 
Worship 

10a 
Chapel 

 28  29  30  
Thrift shop 

9-noon 
Bible Disc. 

6:15 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

    

             

 
 

            

BELLEVILLE CHURCH CALENDAR 
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                           Christmas Notes 

 

ADVENT ï Each week a family or group will lead a litany and light the Advent wreath. 

 

CHILDREN'S PAGEANT is Sunday, December 20. 

 

MEETING HOUSE will be used three times: Sunday December 13 and 20 and Christmas Eve. 

      All the rest of the worship will be in the Fiske Chapel, to save heating costs. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE ï 7PM traditional candlelight service of lessons and carols in Meeting House, with          

       our closing circle of  light. 

 

POINSETTIAS ï can be ordered from the office, and forms are also in Sunday bulletins. 

 

DECORATING ï After worship, December 6, the Meeting House will be decorated. Help welcome!!! 
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Service Club 
     This next meeting of the Service Club will be Tuesday, December 8th at 
1:30 in the Bannister Room. We will be having our annual Christmas party with a 
cookie swap (bring 2 dozen cookies if you are joining us), a Yankee Swap, and 
caroling with Ross at the piano. We would love to see some new faces. Come and 
join us. 
 

 

Holocaust and Forgiveness : Anna Smulowitz, 

Thursday, December 10, 7PM 

      For reconciliation efforts, Rev. Anna 

Smulowitz was interviewed  with a Nazi soldier in 

Germany on Dateline.  We will view this video 

 clip, hear comments from Anna, and have a 

discussion on the topic of  Forgiveness. Anna will 

also make reference to the book "The Sunflower" 

 by Simon Wiesenthal. Free will offering for 

reconciliation ministries. 
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¶ Non profit corporation 501C3 as of October 1, 2008.  

¶ Have stayed within $3,000 18 month budget, including all nonprofit filing expenses. 

¶ 2010 budget - $2,000. 

¶ We have 9 Board Members: Cathie Gould, Laurie Ingersoll, Bob Gould, Gail Gandolfi, Eleanor Turke, Dudley Glover, Fran Larkin, Shari 

Wilkinson, Heather Pickard. We are actively seeking 2 additional Board members. 

¶ The 2 cent grant application and a formula for rating the grants is in place as well as a means for monitoring the effectiveness of the grants. 

¶ Ann Smith received a $50 grant towards printing costs for her idea ñMeal Marksò, a bookmark with a purpose.  

¶ The Learning Enrichment Center was awarded a $5,000 grant. 

¶ The Belleville Congregational Church was awarded $332 for Emergency Bags. 

¶ Developed a definition of poverty for Newburyport in order for us to have an idea of how many people may be looking for services. 

¶ 2009 Poverty Survey Report to determine the available resources and whether the increased needs will be met. The report was used by the 

Newburyport schools for a grant application. 

¶ Monthly newsletter or e-news to keep the public informed about our progress, events and to raise awareness. 

¶ Flyers and promotional material developed. 

¶ Website developed and kept up to date. www.2cents4change.povertyprogram.com 

¶ Have a myspace and facebook page. 

¶ Online Zazzle store with Pennies merchandise. 

¶ Service Directory of area services developed, bi-annually updated and is available for down load on our website. 
¶ Delivered informational packets about our program, Service Directory, Volunteer Opportunities Directory to all the local clergy, all the 

local school nurses, all depts. at Anna Jacques Hospital and to area doctors. 

¶ Numerous speeches and presentations have been made to raise awareness of Pennies and poverty in Newburyport. 

¶ Volunteer Opportunities Directory of volunteer needs in town and is available online. 

¶ TOGETHER Program Take Two 10 free monthly classic comedy movies at Belleville Church.  

¶ Dudley Glover presentation on walking the Camino de Santiago TOGETHER presentation. 

¶ Dick Cunningham & Ralph Ayers at the Library for a TOGETHER presentation May 3, World Press Freedom Day. 

¶ Held 2d annual volunteer fair in 2008 and expanded the fair in 2009. The 2009 Senzeni Na Volunteer Opportunities 
and Poverty Awareness Fair with the themes that poverty is a human rights issue under Article 25 of the Declaration 
of Human Rights and the power of music in creating social change.  Included tabled events, 11 presentations and 
documentaries, mystery item jelly bean auction, bake sale, TOGETHER closing concert by the Boston Community 
Choir. All free will offering events. 
¶ Annual Blessing of the Banner in December (panels designed by agencies at the Volunteer Job Fair) at the Unitarian Church and blessed 

by the local clergy.  The purpose of the banner is to raise awareness about poverty.  The date for 2009 is December 10, 4 PM - 

International Human Rights Day ï at the Unitarian Church. 

¶ Bi-Annual Food Drives to benefit the 5 local food pantries. To date, we have collected $11,705 worth of food and $2,951 in 2 Cent Grant 

and Emergency Needs donations. 

¶ Witchôs Night Out, a reverse trick or treat started and hosted by Flukes and Finds and Friends to raise funds for the 2 cent grant and food 

for the food pantries.   2009 this became a downtown Chamber Event. 

¶ One of the principles of the Pennies Program is that it is designed to be a model ñSister Centsò programs.  Other cities and towns are 

welcome to use our material, copy the structure and principles of the program but will need to apply for a separate nonprofit status.  We 

are in the process of developing a package for those who may be interested in starting a Sister Cents program 

¶  ñCommon Centsò because it makes sense to work together with other organizations in town.  Our first program will be to promote 

Common Cents Gardens to raise fresh vegetables for the local food pantries.   The First Parish of Newbury signed on to have a garden  in 

2009. 

¶ Participated in Kids for Peace Event Sept. 2008 and 2009, River Valley Hunger Event, Portals for Change Day of Service, Farmerôs 

Market at the Tannery, Eco-Fair at the Mall, Labor Day Festival. 

¶ Delivered PR material to approximately 200 stores, many signed up to be 2 cent stores.   

¶ Arranged for plumbers of Plumbers Union Local #12 to donate 24 hours of time to low-income families which will be 
administered through the Salvation Army. 

¶ 530 people are on our mailing list. 

¶ Non Profit Spotlight on Media One run by Jay & Paula Jorgenson. 

¶ Sept. 2009 joined the Chamber of Commerce. 

Pennies is run by volunteers from the community, funded by the community for the benefit of the community. 

 

http://www.2cents4change.povertyprogram.com/
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Holocaust and Forgiveness : Anna Smulowitz, Thursday, 

December 10, 7PM 

      For reconciliation efforts, Rev. Anna Smulowitz was 

interviewed   

with a Nazi soldier in Germany on Dateline.  We will view 

this video   

clip, hear comments from Anna, and have a discussion on 

the topic of   

Forgiveness. Anna will also make reference to the book 

"The Sunflower"   

by Simon Wiesenthal. Free will offering for reconciliation 

ministries. 

Blessing of the Banner 
  

The Blessing of the Banner by area clergy will be held at the Unitarian Church, Thursday, Dec. 

10th, Human Rights Day at 4 PM.  The banner was made at the Volunteer Fair by attendees and 

is sewn together as a symbol of unity.  All are welcome. 

  

December 20th Extra Mile Offering: Pennies for Poverty 
  

Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change, Inc. is a 501C3 nonprofit that is run by volunteers on an 

annual budget of $2,000.   

  

The missions of Pennies are to: 

¶ raise awareness of poverty; 

¶ increase donations to food pantries and soup kitchens by asking everyone to donate 2 

cans a month to any food pantry or soup kitchen;  

¶ increase volunteerism by asking everyone to volunteer 2 hours a month;   

¶ raise funds by asking everyone to donate just 2 cents per day toward our 2 Cent Grants, 

which are 100% given out to fund new local initiatives or underfunded necessary 

programs to reduce or alleviate poverty;  

¶ and have free events to increase Newburyport's community feeling -- hence our slogan "2 

Cents, 2 Cans, 2 Hours, TOGETHER!" 

 

 Thank you for your generosity in helping to fund Pennies operating costs. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

December 
1 James Marshall 

2 Stephen Middler 

9 Duncan LaBay 

10 Rodney Lewis 

10 Steven Heine 

12 Hilda Bartlett 

12 William Webber Jr. 

15 Barbara Dennis 

20 Jean Kirkpatrick 

20 Stacy Baratelli 

24 Jennie Delong 

24 Cynthia Peirce 

28 Stacey Himeon 

 

 

 

January  

1 Robert Locke 

4  Betty Madden 

5  Kip Tyler 

7  David Wood 

11 Isaac Butler 

11 Nancy Salvage 

12 James Guyette 

13 John Richards 

15 Jennifer Locke 

21 Erika Kamp 

23 Robert Crofts 

28 Ken Codin 

28 Meg Marshall 
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Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 

 

 

 

 

Church Officers: 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Kathy Raywood 

Treasurer 

Mary Lou Tyler 

Collector 

Assistant Treasurer 

William Silsby 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 

Members-at-Large (Ex. 

Board) 

Bob Locke 

Helen Hatcher 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 

Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/  

 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
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