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 PONDERINGS 

Dear Friends, 
      Greetings for June. It seems like we skipped spring again, and   
are moving right into summer! 
Well, enough about the weather, except that it sure can affect our   
feelings, maybe even our spiritual life.  Let's take the spirit of   
"June is busting out all over" from the musical and bring it to our   
community life, with Children's Sunday and Picnic being a highlight of   
June! 
      I hope this doesn't sound like a broken record (or repeating   
"track"), but one key to spiritual health and community health is a welcoming, 
invitational  spirit. Something like a picnic is an obvious time to invite friends.   
The summer weather also helps with an inviting spirit it seems, since   
people tend to linger and relax a bit. They say southerners are   
friendlier; well I'm not convinced of that, and neither is my sister   
after spending some 10 years in Georgia, but the warmer weather does   
allow for more casual visiting between neighbors in our comings and   
goings. Just this morning, I met  about four people on a morning walk, and   
talked long enough with two of them to invite them to some Belleville   
functions, a men's group meeting, and my next concert. 
       Yes, you read it correctly. At the instigation of a few of you,   
I considered the Yankee Homecoming Venue for another concert, thought   
"why not," and settled on the Saturday night of kick-off weekend. Save   
the date, Saturday, July 25, 7:00p.m. for an evening of songs of faith,   
hope and LOVE. I'll do many of the songs from my CD again, but will   
also include some classic favorites from people like John Denver,   
Billy Joel, and Richard Rogers.  A good chance to invite friends into   
our beautiful meeting house. Last time the freewill offering was for   
youth; this time I think the capital campaign is a good idea. 
       So we "build connections"..... for both the building, and   
within the community. May it all be done with LOVE.   Blessings and   
peace to you,   Ross 

 

 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, 
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 
inspired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 
those in need, both near and far. 
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Let’s Make it Happen!  
 I believe over a quorum of people showed up!  

 
Meeting notes of May 17, 2009 
Bob Locke outlined the building project: 

Phase 1 will cost approximately $110,000 and will include exit lights, smoke detectors, and some landscap-
ing as the “connector” is begun…This will be our concrete beginning! It was felt this is the area to begin 
because it is the most visible from outside and might help us with funding once folks see we have started 
making ourselves handicapped accessible. Phase 1 is estimated to take about 2 months, and constitutes about 
a third of the plan.  Because we will be building in stages the cost of the project will go up about 6%.  Bob is 
in contact with Art Murphy discussing how to proceed. 

Phase 2 Kitchenette & Bathroom $35,000 

Phase 3 Chair lift, 3 bathrooms (discussion on moving the chair lift which might save us some money) 
$125,000 

Phase 4 Secretary’s office, widening of the Chapel door, remodeling existing bathroom rebuilding down-
stairs Exit  $32,000 

Kathleen Britton has been working hard on grants to help fund this project.  Presently, three applications for 
local grants have been submitted to local grant sources;   and she is in the process of investigating another 
four grant sources (net value, $75,000).  However, it will be July before we know if any funding is forth-
coming.  Kathleen said she will write a report for N&V.  

Starting in June, Bill Silsby will report the exact amount of money that has come in.  It has been suggested 
that the congregation be informed on a regular basis via announcements, N&V, and in the weekly church 
bulletin. 

A collaboratively written letter will go out to the congregation and friends of Belleville this Tuesday to com-
municate what is currently happening, what monies have come in, and a petition for pledges.  The letter will 
also go in N&V. 

There was discussion on ways to fund this project.  Cathy Gould had several ideas.  Borrowing from the 
Tarbox money was proposed and will go to the Executive Board for further debate and then congregational 
vote. 

Updating the website and seeking money outside the church was also discussed. 
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FOOD PANTRIES 

cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, hygiene items, paper items, peanut but-
ter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned meats and fruit, soup, powdered milk, 

macaroni and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, bread, crackers.�� ������������  

PLEASE NOTE —- all checks for 
the Extra Mile offering should be 
made out to Belleville Congrega-
tional Church.  Thank you! 

Take Two Movies  
Classic Comedies  

June 28, 4 PM 
For details, call  978-465-7734  

Belleville Church - Bannister Room 300 High Street, Newburyport�

 THANK YOU 
 

 Rodney and Nancy Lewis and family and the Paul and Deborah Jancewicz family 
would like to thank everyone for the support, prayers and cards during our mother, Grand-
mother's and Great Grandmother's illness and passing. Thank you. 

Rod and Nancy  

COFFEE HOUR   2009 
 

May    

          31st     Peggy Utterback, Diana Bondar, Debra Moore 

 Sept 6th      Labor Day—no coffee 

        13th      Audrey Clarkson, Nancy Lewis, Carolyn Kyle 

         20th      Nancy Tsakirgis, Gail Gandolfi, Helen Mantarian 

         27th      Lori Wiswell, Debra Moore, Dorothy Williamson 
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BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH NEWBURYPORT, MASSA CHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   April 21, 2009 
 

 Present:  Mary Lou Tyler, Marion Spark, Gail Gandolfi, Bill Silsby, Rev. Ross Varney, Lori Wiswell, Jim Marshall, Brenda Marshall 

 Opening devotion was given by Jim Marshall 
 

 Committee Reports:  Bill motioned to accept minutes as corrected. Mary Lou seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

 Ross:  Youth Commission wants to have a weekend to abstain from alcohol.  Buttons on alcohol awareness will be distributed.  Keri is 
trying to get going.  She sent letters to other churches but has not gotten any responses.  She is taking youth ministry courses.  Lily 
Delong’s daughter would like to be confirmed when there is the next class.  Several requests for emergency assistance.  Ross contacted 
the Hugh Doyle Society.  There will be big meeting to discuss one of the clients with the society.   Peace commission has several events.  
Lunch on Wed. 4/26 and peace prizes on city hall on 4/27.  We are looking for guest preachers his summer.  Bill Silsby has offered.  Ross 
wants Jim to do one with David Morrow.  Ross will complete final month of sabbatical during the summer and combine with his vacation.  
Looks like 7 weeks in summer and a weekend in fall. 
 

 Fellowship and outreach – no one present to give a report 
 

 Stewardship and Finance – Mary Lou Tyler.  Has not counted Extra Mile yet but will have a check ready Thursday for the Hugh Doyle 
Society.  Discussion ensued regarding how Hugh Doyle Society works to coordinate funds for different agencies.  Lori Wiswell – every-
body has agreed to continue on committee.  Purchased new furnace in parsonage estimated to save 200-400 gallons of fuel annually.  Cost 
was $6750 by David’s Heating.  Ross says the heat is wonderful in all rooms.  Mary Lou – we are on target with budget.  Money is being 
transferred biweekly from Thelma Tarbox fund.  Fund may last 3 more years at current rate of withdrawal.  There will be a request for 
Capital campaign to pay back $15,000 to general fund sooner rather than later. 
 

 Worship and Ed – Gayle Gandolfi – still looking for one more circle meeting member.  Going forward with May Day celebration on 
May 3.  Nancy T. will talk to Sunday school about picnic and children’s day June 14th.  Gail has emailed church members about being on 
a rotating scripture reader list. 
 

 Old business – Annual Meeting reports are due today April 21st.  Please email them to Joyce. 
 

 Choir director’s contract has not been firmed up.  It is in Emery’s hands.  Mary Lou suggested that if it is not done by the next Exec 
Board meeting, then the Exec Board will ask David to come to next Exec Board meeting to be finalized. 
 

 New Business 
 

 CEC – Jim Marshall spoke re the mortgage loan approval from the Institution for Savings.  S&F met 4/20/09.  We need to know if people 
will continue their pledges. Letters should go out to inquire.  There are local grants available to us which could be used for the connection.  
Kathleen Brittan has volunteered to write grants for us 

Bill will get information to Lori re quarterly estimates.  Bill motioned to decline loan from the Institution as it is written due to expensive 
up-front costs.  A loan may be decided on at a later time if needed.  Gayle seconded.  Unaninmous. 
 

 Jim proposed that once the yard sale is over, the left over materials put out on the curb.  After the summer yard sale, there will not be 
another yard sale making way for building.  Brenda will send Sue Wolfendale an email to that affect. 
 

 Ross gave a closing prayer 

Jim concluded the meeting and we adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 

 The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 19, 2009. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 Marion Spark, Clerk 
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Children’s Sunday and annual Picnic  June 14th  
 
 The children of Belleville Sunday school invite the congregation to the annual children’s Sunday 
picnic in celebration of the beginning of summer! 
 

 On June 14th please join us after church on the lawn for hamburgers, hot dogs and lemonade! 
 

 Of course we will be making sundaes for dessert! 
 

 If you would like to bring a side dish of potato salad, salad, cole slaw, etc it would be appreci-
ated. 
 

 So please keep the date in mind and support the children of the Sunday school! 
 

 Thanks from The Belleville Sunday school teachers and children 

Service Club 
The Service Club will be holding a Yard Sale On June 20th from 9 - 12. (Rain date the 27th).  On Friday morning the 
19th at around 11 we need to take everything from the stage room into the Bannister room. If anyone can help it 
would be appreciated. Then we really need help Saturday morning at 7:30 to set up tables and bring everything out.  
Only tables will be going back in at 12. If anyone finds anything they would like to donate they can put it on the stage 
(behind the curtains) at anytime. We will also be very short handed at the sale if anyone can put in any time at all. 
The Service Club really appreciated all the help they got at the rummage sale and thanks, in advance, those that 
can help on the 20th. 
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SCRIPTURE READERS 

 
Gail Gandolfi    May 31 

Jim Marshall     June 7 

Cathy Morrow   June 14 

Kelly Burke-Anderson June 21 

Geoff  Raywood  June 28 

Bill Silsby   July 5 

Marion Niswonger  July 12 

Kelly     July 19 

Gail     July 26 

Jim     Aug. 2 

Cathy     Aug 9 

Maria     Aug 16 

Geoff     Aug 23 

Bill     Aug 30 

Marion     Sept. 6 

Kelly     Sept 13 

Gail     Sept 20 

Jim     Sept 27 

 

 

 

Cathy    Oct 4 

Maria    Oct. 11 

Geoff    Oct 18 

Bill    Oct 25 

Marion    Nov 1 

Kelly    Nov 8 

Gail    Nov 15 

Jim    Nov 22 

Cathy    Nov 29 

Maria    Dec 6 

Geoff    Dec 13 

Bill    Dec 20 

Marion   Dec 27 

 
  
 This is a proposed scripture reading assign-
ment.  If you can’t read on your assigned day, 
switch with someone else on the list.  Lets 
see how this works.  Peace, Gail 
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ALL MEN INVITED! 
    Men's supper fellowship Tuesday, June 23rd at 6 pm 

SUMMER LIFT 
Songs of Faith, Hope and Love 

Original Songs by Ross Varney 

...with some classic favorites, some audience sing-alongs, and some 
guest singers/instrumentalists 

 

Saturday July 25, 7 p.m. 

Belleville Church 

300 High Street 

Admission Free:  Freewill offering to benefit  

Belleville Church renovations 

Stewardship and Finance 

The Board will meet on Wednesday,  June 3rd at 7 p.m. 

THRIFT SHOP 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. until noon. 
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Please join us for the 3rd annual Volunteer Job and Poverty Awareness Fair.  The Senzeni Na Fair is held annually to connect 
volunteers with nonprofits and to raise awareness of poverty.  The Fair is hosted by the Social Action Committee of the 
FRSUU, Belleville Congregational Church, the Poverty Program (www.povertyprogram.com), and Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 
4 Change, Inc.: a nonprofit 100% run by volunteers from the community, funded by the community for the benefit of the com-
munity.  

We have expanded the Fair this year and will be having informational presentations, documentaries, a closing concert by the 
Boston Community Choir at Belleville Congregational Church with a reception following the concert, as well as a “Jelly Bean 
Mystery Item Auction”!   The Jelly Bean Auction “auctions” off the mystery item by having people guess the number of items 
in a container by a photo.  Whoever guesses the closest to the actual number in the container, wins the mystery item along with 
the signed photograph.  The items are not auctioned for money so as to be inclusive to all.  If you would like to donate an item, 
please send your signed mystery item and signed photograph to: Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change, Inc. by August 31, 
2009.   

All the Senzeni Na Fair events are “Free Will Offering” to benefit the 2 Cent Grant Fund which 100% is given out in the form 
of grants to individuals or organizations that have new ideas to lift people in Newburyport out of poverty or to help fund under 
funded but needed services.    

How you can help: 
Be a sponsor of the Senzeni Na Fair and we will list you or your organization in our program.  We need monetary donations to 
help cover the costs of the fair from food for the reception to sound equipment for the concert to printing of programs.  Money 
not spent on the Fair will be turned over to Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change, Inc. to help cover the 2010 annual budget of 
$3,000.  Yes, that’s right, the entire annual budget for Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents for Change, Inc. is under $3,000!  And any 
extra funds above our annual budget is turned over to the 2 Cent Grant Fund which is 100% given out in grants.  

Donate a signed mystery item and a signed photograph for the Jelly Bean Auction. 

Attend the events!  Volunteer at the Fair! 

Donate baked goods for the bake sale or closing reception! 

But most importantly, come and be part of the solution! 

TOGETHER we can make change with change! 
 

 Thank you, 
 
The 2009 Senzeni Na Fair Committee 

280 High Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

 

2cents4change@gmail.com 

www.2cents4change.povertyprogram.com   

���������������������������������������� ��������
Senzeni Na:  Zulu for “What have we done?” 

Volunteer Fair and PovertyAwareness Fair  

October 16 -17, 2009 

Hosted by The Poverty Program, Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change, Inc.,  

Social Action Committee of the First Religious Society, and the Belleville Congregational Church 
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Dear Friends,        May 2009 

 

 This is the first of a regular series of updates on our Capital Campaign. When we finished the 
campaign last spring (2008), we had received pledges over a period of 3 to 5 years from 54 sup-
porters, totaling $278,000. Over the past year, there were some adjustments and the current total 
is 51 participants, who have maintained their commitments for a total of $225,700. 
 

 We realized last year that we had to scale down the project, eliminating some new office and 
administrative space. We hired a new architectural team, and the scaled-down project was ap-
proved by the congregation in September 2008. 
 

 Over the winter months, we put the project out for competitive bids. We selected Perry-Murphy 
as our contractor, and their price for the project was $280,000.  We then approached 3 local 
banks to see about the feasibility of borrowing this entire sum to get the project done in “one fell 
swoop”. We were offered a 20 year loan at 6.5% interest, which would have cost Belleville 
$1800/mo. for a long period. We felt this would have created too many uncertainties and anxie-
ties so we decided to break the project up into “bite-sized” pieces, some of which we might be 
able to accomplish with the time and talents of people in our Church community. 
 

 This new approach was approved by the Congregation at our annual meeting on May 3, 2009. 
Bob Locke has approached our contractor and we are awaiting prices on each of the “pieces” as 
this letter is going out to all of you. Our plan is to begin by creating the connecting concrete 
ramp and re-configured drop-off area. This first phase also includes all exit door lights and wired 
smoke detectors for both buildings. The projected cost of this first phase is $110,000. At this 
time we have applied for multiple grants for the capital campaign project. 
 

 We currently have in hand $38,000. The church had advanced the campaign about $17,689 and 
this has been re-paid out of funds collected to date. There has been some confusion about when 
the pledge period started. Some people had begun last spring making regular payments on their 
pledge; others were waiting for more clarity about the project before starting their payments. We 
propose to set July 1, 2009 as the official “kick-off” date, so the 3-year pledge program would 
end June 30, 2012. Some of our donors had planned to give over a longer period (4 or 5 years), 
perhaps based on the expectation that the Church would take out a construction loan to get the 
project finished. 
 

 Under current conditions, this would mean not doing some phases until 2012 or later. We are 
asking if those of you to whom this applies might consider moving up your time-table in order to 
fund specific projects sooner, as they become feasible and their costs are known. 

 We also hope that, as work begins and we are seen to be moving toward our goals, God will in-
spire more of us to give toward specific segments of the whole, and perhaps induce some of us 
to add to our original commitment. We will continue to pray for success. 

 

 Sincerely,  Bill Silsby�



 

 

July 25  7 p.m.  

Concert — Ross Varney 

July  DATE 

�� �

���������� 	�

���

��
������
�
������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� ������������
����


� ������ !������
�
"#��#�
�$%������
&�'(���������)����

�� �� ������ !������
�
"#��#�

�����������*
� +� ��$��&�
�,�
����

�*����� !������
�
"#��#�
&�'(���������)����

��� �
� ������� !������
�
"#��#�

�����������*
�
-��(,��#.���
/���
0##1
(�	��#���

�������������
����

���2��1!�3��
&�
�,�����

������� !������
�
"#��#�
&�'(���������)����

�+� ����!�1�� ���
/
�,��
(��
����


*����� !������
�
"#��#�
4
�,��
(���"
#��#�


����������*
�
%
!���.���
/�



� 
�5�#.���1�����
%�((�6����������


������ !������
�
"#��#�
&�'(���������)����


�� 
�� 
������ !������
�
"#��#�
7
�#�,
!�� ���
4
�,��
(��


+���������*
�
�
8���6����3���
����


�� �*� � � � �



 

 

�������������

�

�

�
	
������

�������������

�

�

	
������

June  
3 Bill Silsby  

3 Judy Moore  

4 John Chmielewski  

4 Taunya Beauparlant  

5 Peg Swiss  

7 Shirley Locke  

9 Cynthia Lusher  

10 Yvonne Cedras  

13 Benjamin Tyler  

14 Sherrill Pierce  

15 Lindsay Howard   

21 Karla Middler  

25 Marcia Peirce  

26 Michael Burgess  

29 Hazen Brown  

 

July  
1 Vincent Chmielewski  

1 Daniel Wilson  

3 Esther Thompson  

9 Glenn Richards  

11 William Webber Sr.  

12 Alice Brown  

16 Kelly Conway  

18 Katelynn Gardiner  

19 Jack Hurst  

20 Jo Bode  

23 Michelle Anderson 

23 Brynn Andrews  

24 Susan La Bay  

28 Steve Wiswell  

29 Marie Wilson  

29 Hank Farmer  
 

 August 
1 Audrey Clarkson 

8 Shant Mantarian 

8 Larry Kamp  

8 Christopher Tyler  

9 Margaret Gagnon  

13 Maureen Sullivan  

13 Christa Middler 

15 Harold Lester Kirkpatrick  

16 Alec Hurst  

16 Lindsay Hurst  

17 Mary Lou Tyler  

22 Betty Webber  

22 Mardee Beauparlant  

25 Herman Earle  

29 Russell Peirce  

29 Kathaleen Webber  

30 Herb Williamson  

30 Louise McRae 

B 
I 
R 
T 
H 
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Church Officers: 
 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Kathy Raywood 
 

Treasurer 

Mary Lou Tyler 

Collector 

Assistant Treasurer 

William Silsby 
 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 
 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Bob Locke 

Helen Hatcher 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 
Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 
 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/ 

 
 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 

Non-Profit Organization 
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