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 Dear Friends, 

      I am winding my way back to reality, but wishing February was one of those 31 day months! 
Now I know what retired folks mean when they say “I don't know how I had time to work.” One 
can easily fill and overfill a day with meaningful activities. On sabbatical time, such is the case; 
the purpose is both rest and creative growth, and finding a good balance is always the trick. 

     Here's a snapshot or two of my time away (ones I can share, as one of you put it well!). You 
know of my January main goal and achievement, and some of you have already heard a song 
recently in worship called KEEP HOPE ALIVE, as arranged by Ken Medema. What a thrill to 
hear my own words and melodies put to strings and french horns! It was incredible to watch Ken 
in action finding so many little buttons as he added the instruments. It was also a privilege to eat 
lunch with him each day and get to know the beautiful person behind “the music man.” I noted 
how he lived his faith by always asking the waitperson how his or her day was going (something 
we often forget to do!). He is concerned about changes in church culture, making churches more 
vital, especially through congregational singing! A week with Ken in Michigan was worth the 
extra hotel nights due to snowstorms, and worth having no better place to watch the inauguration 
than a diner on some freeway in Canada! 

     We all know the expression about needing a vacation from vacation, because of trying to do 
everything.  Well, that is sometimes the case when I try to visit all my siblings and nieces and 
nephews in Pennsylvania and Georgia. I have not been down there much during the school year, 
so I figured that this February was my chance! Great to reconnect, but then some “down time” is 
needed afterwards! I tried to give time to each of the kids, and also take in the King Center as 
well in this historic year for African Americans. I made the painful discovery that a half 
hour game of one on one with a 15 year old is enough, especially when he is almost tall enough 
to dunk the basketball now! My older sister is a flutist, so she played one of Ken's arrangements 
with me, and one brother-in-law was great on an African drum as we “jammed” one day to some 
of my music.  I only transcribed a little bit of sheet music. Maybe I'll accomplish more of that in 
the summertime. 

     Well, enough about me. I'm grateful to have had some quality time for music and reconnect-
ing with my scattered family. I'll share more stories when I return in March.  LENT is upon us, 
and I immediately think of the word “discipline.”  Many think of the word sacrifice and “giving 
up” something. Well, that could be helpful, but perhaps just as helpful is the idea of ADDING 
some spiritual practice. The first thing that often comes to mind for Christians is spending more 
time with the Bible. But spiritual practices can come in all forms. I know for me, that I need to 
spend more time with music as a form of prayer or creative time.  

     Perhaps this Lent we could think of both adding and subtracting. Given a 24 hour day, every 
time we add something, something else has to go. One thing on my SUBTRACTING list is time 
on the computer! Having got a new laptop for the sabbatical, I found myself bringing it every-
where, and getting addicted to news! Then the younger generation got me onto facebook, and I 
soon realized that it really means “having your face glued to a computer book!” And what are all 
the “friends” we supposedly have via cyberspace? How many of them do we ever see face to 
face, when you can care about the real person and feelings that can only be seen face to face??? 

     What spiritual practice will you add this Lent?  What might you have to subtract or sacrifice 
to make room for a new spiritual discipline?  Please schedule some time with me if you would 
like to chat more in person! Coffee or some mealtime is always a great opportunity to encourage 
one another in our spiritual journeys! Shalom until we meet face to face,  Ross 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, 
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 
inspired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 
those in need, both near and far. 
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Prayer Chain 
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VISITATION COMMITTEE 
 
The Visitation Committee is starting up with Janet Woodman coordinating the 
visiting. This is an important part of our church’s  life as there are people 
who are sick, unable to come to church, a shut-in o r someone who is alone 
and would enjoy a brief visit of no more than ½ hou r.  You do not have to do 
this on a regular basis of every week; it could be once a month. You might 
want to go with someone else, not alone.  Janet wil l have a list of indi-
viduals that we at present know are in these circum stances but if you know 
of someone do not hesitate to call her informing he r who they are, and they 
will then be added to the list. When you do decide to visit, give her a call 
to find out who has not recently had a visit.  This  way we will not slight 
anyone on the list. If you would like to be a regul ar visitor please contact 
her  for more details.  We already have 2 new peopl e who will be doing visi-
tations, it’s easy. 

 

Service Club 
 Our next Service Club meeting will be on Tuesday, March 10 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Bannister Room.  We will be having a treasure hunt followed by Irish singing with 
David Morrow at the piano.  All are welcome! 

Rummage Sale 
 It is not too early to think of our annual rummage sale which will be on Satur-
day, April 25th.  There is space downstairs in the dining room to put your items so think 
of us as you do your spring cleaning. 
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THRIFT SHOP      BAG SALE 

$3 A BAG  FEBRUARY AND MARCH 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
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 The Extra Mile offering for Sunday, March 15th is for One Great Hour of Sharing. 
 

 When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing through the United Church of Christ, you participate in a worldwide 
ministry of helping people change their lives. This is a ministry that carries God’s message of love and hope to peo-
ple in more than eighty countries, including the US. 
 

 Working with international partners, the UCC provides sources of clean water and food, education and health care, 
micro-credit loans, emergency relief, advocacy and settlement for refugees. We work to rebuild following the devas-
tating effects of disasters. 
 

 One Great Hour of Sharing has had an amazing story. For sixty years, since 1949, a number of Christian denomina-
tions and Church World Service have worked together, through this offering, to be the church God wants us to be, 
the church working as one, to share resources and change lives. 
 

 Submitted by Diane Crofts for the Fellowship and Outreach Board 
 

�����������	
��
����������������	
��
����������������	
��
����������������	
��
������ ���
����

 ���� ����
�������

���
�
���
��
��
��������
����
��
��
 ����
��
���
����
��������
�������

���
�
���
��
��
��������
����
��
��
� ���
��
���
����
��������
�������

���
�
���
��
��
��������
����
��
��
� ���
��
���
����
��������
�������

���
�
���
��
��
��������
����
��
��
� ���
��
���
����
����
����������
�
��	���
���
��������������������������� ������
��
��
�
������
������

 ������������
�
��	���
���
��������������������������� ������
��
��
�
������
������

 ������������
�
��	���
���
��������������������������� ������
��
��
�
������
������

 ������������
�
��	���
���
��������������������������� ������
��
��
�
������
������

 ��
���
����
��������
���!�����������
�����
��������
�� ����������������
���
�
����
����
��������
���!�����������
�����
��������
�� ����������������
���
�
����
����
��������
���!�����������
�����
��������
�� ����������������
���
�
����
����
��������
���!�����������
�����
��������
�� ����������������
���
�
�
������
�
�
"��
�
����
��#������$
��������
��
����
� ������
����������
�
�
"��
�
����
��#������$
��������
��
����
� ������
����������
�
�
"��
�
����
��#������$
��������
��
����
� ������
����������
�
�
"��
�
����
��#������$
��������
��
����
� ������
����� ���

���� %�
����
��
�����
������
���������� ��
���
���
���� �������������
����
�&%�
����
��
�����
������
���������� ��
���
���
����� ������������
����
�&%�
����
��
�����
������
���������� ��
���
���
����� ������������
����
�&%�
����
��
�����
������
���������� ��
���
���
����� ������������
����
�&
�
�
#��
����
��
����������
�
������� �����
�����
�� ��
�
��
��
��������#��
���
�
#��
����
��
����������
�
������� �����
�����
�� ��
�
��
��
��������#��
���
�
#��
����
��
����������
�
������� �����
�����
�� ��
�
��
��
��������#��
���
�
#��
����
��
����������
�
������� �����
�����
�� ��
�
��
��
��������#��
��
�
��������������������
�#�'��
����
�(����
��������� �)#���
��
���
����
����������
��������������������
�#�'��
����
�(����
��������� �)#���
��
���
����
����������
��������������������
�#�'��
����
�(����
��������� �)#���
��
���
����
����������
��������������������
�#�'��
����
�(����
��������� �)#���
��
���
����
���������
������
����
�(����)*������
��
�
������
�����
������ 
��
��������
�$

��+
�����
��������
����
�(����)*������
��
�
������
�����
������ 
��
��������
�$

��+
�����
��������
����
�(����)*������
��
�
������
�����
������ 
��
��������
�$

��+
�����
��������
����
�(����)*������
��
�
������
�����
������ 
��
��������
�$

��+
�����
��
����������
��
����������������������
�
��
��
������ ������
��
�����

 ������
�
��
�����������
��
����������������������
�
��
��
������ ������
��
�����

 ������
�
��
�����������
��
����������������������
�
��
��
������ ������
��
�����

 ������
�
��
�����������
��
����������������������
�
��
��
������ ������
��
�����

 ������
�
��
�
 �
���
���,
��������#��
�
������
�
��
������������� �����������
��
����
���
���& �
���
���,
��������#��
�
������
�
��
������������� �����������
��
����
���
���& �
���
���,
��������#��
�
������
�
��
������������� �����������
��
����
���
���& �
���
���,
��������#��
�
������
�
��
������������� �����������
��
����
���
���&
���������-������
���
������
���
�����������
����
�� ��������������
�����
��
��
����������-������
���
������
���
�����������
����
�� ��������������
�����
��
��
����������-������
���
������
���
�����������
����
�� ��������������
�����
��
��
����������-������
���
������
���
�����������
����
�� ��������������
�����
��
��
�

�
���
��
������$
����������
����
������
��
����
�� �
�������
�
��
��
�
���
��
������$
����������
����
������
��
����
�� �
�������
�
��
��
�
���
��
������$
����������
����
������
��
����
�� �
�������
�
��
��
�
���
��
������$
����������
����
������
��
����
�� �
�������
�
��
��� ���

���� �
�
��
�#��
����
�$
�����
�
�
��������
�.��
�
��
�#��
����
�$
�����
�
�
��������
�.��
�
��
�#��
����
�$
�����
�
�
��������
�.��
�
��
�#��
����
�$
�����
�
�
��������
�.�� ���

�������
���������
���
�������
�����������#�������
���������
���
�������
�����������#�������
���������
���
�������
�����������#�������
���������
���
�������
�����������#� ���

����������������/���
����������������/���
����������������/���
����������������/���
� ���



 

 

Page 4 

������������� �
�

	
�����

COFFEE HOUR   2009 

 
March   1st       Mardee Beauparlant, Diana Bondar, Helen Mantarian 

               8th      Nancy Tsakirgis, Karen Conway, Marcia Samuelson 

              15th      Peggy Utterback, Kelly Burke-Anderson, Kathy Flaherty 

              22nd     Shirley Locke, Jane Thomas, Cynthia Peirce 

              29th      Sue Heersink, Marion Spark, Marsha Kinnear  

April      5 th       Sue Wolfendale, Kathy Raywood, Maria Niswonger 

 Easter 12th       Lori Wiswell, Marge Killam, Gail Gandolfi 

Due date for News &Views April Issue is March 20 
Thank you! 

TAKE TWO  CLASSIC MOVIES  

March 15th, 4:00 PM  

 

One of the greatest film comedies ever! 

 

ALL MEN INVITED! 
    Men's supper fellowship Tuesday, March 24th at 6 pm 

NOTICE 
Please send any information that would be relevant to everyone to both  

Brenda Marshall for the newsletter and to Joyce Dumais for the Sunday bulletin. 

Thank you 
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If you would like to help with the Take Two movies: Bring friends! Bring extra snacks or drinks! Lend a hand set-
ting up chairs! But most important, come and enjoy one of the all time funny classic comedies�

 
FOOD PANTRIES 

cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, hygiene items, paper items, peanut 
butter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned meats and fruit, soup, powdered milk, 

macaroni and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, bread, crackers.�� ������������  

Springtime is come, Oh won’t we 
have fun!  
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FOOD PANTRY CAN DRIVE 

WHEN? 

MARCH 27, 28 AND 29 

WHERE? 

SHAW’S SUPERMARKET 
 

PENNIES FOR POVERTY: 2 CENTS 4 CHANGE is looking for volunteers to help us with our upcom-
ing food drive at Shaws Supermarket, Port Plaza, Newburyport 
  
We will be holding a food drive at Shaw's in Newburyport to collect non-perishable foods and needed 
items to be distributed to local food pantries. 
  
The dates of the food drive are: Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 27, 28 and 29, 2009 with distribu-
tion of the food to take place on Monday morning, March 30th from the Belleville Church, 300 High St, 
Newburyport. 
  
The three day food drive will have the following hours of operation:  

FRIDAY      March 27th- 8:30am to 6:00pm 
                                                                                                

 SATURDAY      March 28th - 9:00am to 5:00pm 
                                                                                                 

 SUNDAY       March 29th- 9:00am to 5:00pm 

 
Monday      March 30th food distribution - 9:00am to 11:00am 
  
Can you donate a couple of hours (or more!) on any of the above dates and times to assist us with this 
most important event? 
  
Please email  2cents4change@gmail.com or call me with your availability and I'll sign you up.  
  
Many, many thanks, 
 
Eleanor Turke 
Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change 
Volunteer Coordinator - 2 Hours 4 Change 
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THRIFT SHOP 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. until noon. 

THRIFT SHOP      BAG SALE  $3 A BAG  

FEBRUARY AND MARCH 

 Plan to attend the service on Maundy Thursday 

 Potluck at 6 p.m. Worship at 7 p.m. 

 Thursday, April 9 
 

  Belleville’s special worship service remembering Jesus’ last supper with his disciples begins at 7 
p.m. on the Thursday before Easter, April 9th.  You are invited to share a potluck meal beforehand at 6 p.m., 
and then stay for the service of Tenebrae.  We will leave the darkened stage room in silence. 

 

  Bread and beverage will be provided by Fellowship & Outreach Board.  If you would like to help 
set up beforehand or clean up on Friday morning, contact Fellowship & Outreach and /or the Worship & 
Education Board. 

 

  If anybody needs a ride contact Gail Gandolfi  or Kelly Burke-Anderson  

 

ATTENTION:   Eight Scripture readers are needed for the service. 

Stewardship and Finance 

The Board will meet on Wednesday, March 4th at 7 p.m. 
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Plan to attend the service on Maundy Thursday 

 Potluck at 6 p.m. Worship at 7 p.m. 

 Thursday, April 9 

Rummage Sale Saturday April 25th 

APRIL DATES 
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March  
3  Patrick Harrison 

3 Douglas Heine  

5  Linda Farmer 

5 Lily Delong  

9 Cathie Gould 

15 Hunter Anderson 

19 Barbara Colten  

19 Phoebe Lanham 

21 Diana Bondar 

23 Betty Bennett 

23 Heather Brown                                                           

23 Steven Locke 

26 Emily May 

28 Diane Crofts 

30 Alexandra Gould 

April  
5 Kelly Burke-Anderson 

7 Faye Richards 

7 Linda Himeon 

12 Lynne Hangen 

15 Sue Heersink 

15 Petey Conway 

18 Nancy Canali 

21 Sue Cavalieri 

23 Nancy Tsakirgis 

27 Nancy Lewis 

30 Mel Woodman 
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TIME FOR CHILDREN 
 

Belleville is looking for a few good teachers that could do the Children's Sermon 
once in awhile.  If you have any ideas or would volunteer, please contact Ross.  
This is a great way to connect with our youth!  Submitted by Gail Gandolfi on behalf 
of the W&E board: Kelly Burke-Anderson, Nancy Tsakirgis, Peggy Utterback, Sue 
Heersink, Maria Niswonger. 
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Church Officers: 
 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Marion Spark 

Treasurer 

Bill Silsby 

Collector 

Shirley Locke 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 
 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Bob Locke 

Brenda Marshall (extended term) 

 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 
Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 
 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/ 

 
 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

Permit No. 105 


