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Mission of Belleville Church

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ,
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healioggregation. Led by the Holy Spirit, we are
inspired to grow and be renewed through our wotdkifpwship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts. Strengthened by God’s love an@ignce, we strive to serve with compassion
those in need, both near and far.
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PONDERINGS

Hello friends,

Happy SPRING! Finally here! Happy "EASTERB" also! Yes, this is the offi;
cial name of the 50 days between Easter and Pettekcthought | would ponder a md
ment about the word “tide.” Yes, it is a measurérog, and one could ponder some-
thing about an Easter message of “getting staih5 lout I'm thinking more about whal
nature does with coastal waters!

| confess | am fascinated with the tides, bwdote about it in one of my songs.....
“sit and read, as the tide comes and goes.” Witiank about the most is that LIFE IS
IN CONSTANT MOTION .... whether the tide is cominggoing, the river is con-
stantly changing! There is a beauty to every sgamud possibilities in every season
every moment of life!

Who would take sabbatical time in January ... ichh@an?! If it was the best open tine
to work with a maestro, a master in his craft, thevas an opportunity not to be
missed!

Naturally, working with Ken Medema was a highligifithis new year for me, and my
own concert in April was a wonderful and new expecke. Life is one opportunity aftgr
another.

That brings us to the month of MAY, the hezdrEastertide this year. The same Igad-
ers cannot go on forever, so there are plenty pbdpnities for new involvement in the
life church...... if there is some area of Christnainistry you would like to try, there afe
openings. Better yet, start some new task for gpoeany time period! As we often say,
why not volunteer to help in some area you feeltertent or passion for, rather than
wait and be called for an area of service you'tesnesure about!

Back to Michigan. Ken Medema is great noyamith music but also with lyrics, s
he made suggestions in both areas. Check outhhrsge in my song “Keep Hope
Alive.” My original verse was: “Change doesn't cofrmm mere self-reliance; it takes
all of us together in alliance!” Ken scratched iesd a few times and said how aboyt
this: “Change can't come to all of us if leadeasidtalone; each and every one of us
must make the cause our own.” Not only a more grhpic, but it echoes the words ¢f
Paul, that followers of Christ no longer live jfist themselves, but since Christ has
made us his own, so we make his cause our own. edely and every one of us be s¢
filled with the new life Christ offers, that we cdo no other than get together and share
the ways we experience his manifestation, his p@seiith us. He is risen indeed! In
May let us declare it abroad!

J

In fellowship, following Jesus' Way,
Ross




VISITATION COMMITTEE
The Visitation Committee is starting up with Janet Woodman coordinating the
visiting. This is an important part of our church’s life as there are people
who are sick, unable to come to church, a shut-in o r someone who is alone
and would enjoy a brief visit of no more than ¥z hou r. You do not have to do
this on a regular basis of every week; it could be once a month. You might
want to go with someone else, not alone. Janet wil | have a list of indi-
viduals that we at present know are in these circum stances but if you know
of someone do not hesitate to call her informing he r who they are, and they
will then be added to the list. When you do decide to visit, give her a call
to find out who has not recently had a visit. This way we will not slight
anyone on the list. If you would like to be a regul ar visitor please contact
her for more details. We already have 2 new peopl e who will be doing visi-
tations, it's easy.

e e e e = = = oy

Prayer Chain
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Service Club

There are so many wonderful people in our church. When asked to help the Service Club, many hands on
Sunday brought all the rummage sale items up from down stairs. Then all Tuesday afternoon Steve Wiswell, Nancy
Canali, Helen Mantarian, and myself sorted and marked items to make the load lighter for the Service Club mem-
bers. I'm also thanking everyone in advance for help on Saturday both during and after the sale. This truly is a car-
ing church.

LUNCH

On May 12th at 12:30 the Service Club will be going to the Hungry Traveler for lunch. If you are interested
in joining us please contact me at church




FOOD PANTRIES

cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, Igme items, paper items, peanut
butter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned m&saand fruit, soup, powdered milk,
macarohi and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, breadarackers.

RALPH AYERS,

Newburyport Historian and

DICK CUNNINGHAM,

Genealogist and Newbury Town Historian

TOGETHER

For a Conversation on Newburyport and Newbury:
Oddities of the Past!

Sunday May 3, 2009 at 2 PM

Newburyport Public Library Meeting Room

Between these twieloved “townies”, there isn't much that they dokrtow about the history, scandals, and tall tales
of Newburyport and Newbury. Come and join us fomgieresting, amusing and enlightening conversatio

Hosted by Pennies For Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change,dn

i This organization is working hard to end domesiidence in the surrounding communities of Amesbu:ry
i Merrimac, Georgetown, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowl8glisbury, West Newbury and Groveland.

Contributions given help to provide services fosis intervention, legal advocacy and representaind
economic skills training. Counseling is offerechiep the victims of domestic violence rebuild theeif
worth and become self sufficient.

i Investing in the future of victims of domestic abus an investment in the well-being of our comityun

' Thanking you, in advance, for your support on MaY. PLEASE NOTE —- all checks for
' the Extra Mile offering should be

! made out to Belleville Congrega-
. Submitted by Diane Crofts for the Fellowship anatr®ach Board. |tional Church. Thank you!
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Due date for News &Views June Issue is N2dy
Thank you!

)

COFFEE HOUR

Janet Woodman, Bill Silsby, Anna Guyette
Diane Crofts, Helen Mantarian, Kathy Flaherty
Audrey Clarkson, Helen Hatcher, Irene Bradford
24 Holiday Weekend -- no coffee
3t Peggy Utterback, Diana Bondar, Debra Moore
Sept&  Labor Day—no coffee
Audrey Clarkson, Nancy Lewis, Carolyn Kyle
28 Nancy Tsakirgis, Gail Gandolfi, Helen Manéai
27 Lori Wiswell, Debra Moore, Dorothy Williamson

NOTICE

Please send any information that would be reletateryone to both
Brenda Marshall for the newsletter and to Joyce &iarfor the Sunday bulletin.
Thank you
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Thank you to everyone at Belleville who helped m#ie Spring a memorable event for m
family this year. “God bless you and keep you” atidhose you hold near and dear.

Anna May Guyette
March 24, 2009
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BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING March 17, 2009

Present: Ross Varney, Bill Silsby, Mary Lou TylBob Locke, Jim Marshall, Nancy Tsakirgis, Dianm®i®, Brenda Marshall

Devotions were given by Rev. Ross Varney

Ross mentioned that Jeff Guyette is in the ExXdtepital in a diabetic coma. Anna May is recugagafrom a cold. Jim Guyette is
doing well in Boston after his new shunt operati®rayers are needed for the family.

Minutes of February 17, 2009, were read and ctadecJim motioned to accept corrected minutesan®iCrofts seconded.

Committee Reports

Pastor Ross.
Guyette family was already mentioned.
Letter of transfer requested by Elliott Miller atizabeth Lee to the Rowley Congregational Church.

Youth and children: Keri starting with ideas batks anonymous donor. Notes were sent out to i&rilvho were baptized. Sue
Heersink will help send notes before Easter todekil under 12.

Ross’s concert on Saturday April 4 will be a benadincert for youth. Ross is working with a friefndm the Sad Café in NH. Ross is
thinking of Matt Raywood. We need to put it outctingregation that we need help. Mary Lou wanbelkhbw the specifics of the
money coming in. She suggested that the churdhiboi a restricted fund. It will be a CD relegssty and Ross will keep part of the
money from the CD sale. The door would go to Bdlle Jim asked if we need fire dept. or securie did not need those things for
Ken Medema. Joyce will help with publicity. Rosill talk to Jim about photos for publicity.

Fellowship and Outreach — Diane Crofts

March is community service month to contribute @hgoods to food pantry. Committee will spend Lfumid money since we are
contributing to pennies for poverty. We need mofoeyDemoulas gift cards.

Extra mile for April is Hugh Doyle Resource Cent@reen Street. Newburyport.
All checks should be made payable to Belleville €hyunot the organization receiving the money.

Worship and Ed — Nancy Tsakirgis —

W&E discussed Holy Week. Publication will be iretBaily News. Palm Sunday will be in chapel. Bnie readings readers and
ushers are needed. Maundy Thursday potluck disreré p.m.; worship will be at 7 p.m. Shirleydke offered to do Easter lilies. No
Easter sunrise service planned unless there ifuateer to give a sermon. Nancy will email pedplsee if there is an interested party.

There was a discussion about more diverse musi@psronce a month as available.

Ross’s role with weddings was clarified. People @nt the Meeting House and/or Chapel with or aithRoss.

Sunday school needs a coordinator. When there@mBunday School teachers, can Lily take the 3a4 glls? Someone will check with
her.

S&F Board - Mary Lou Tyler

There was a discussion about leaks in Meeting Housfe Ben Heersink has been a force on thisdatogis(sp?) looked at the roof
and estimated repair to fix. He will rent a liftcafix leak for $3500-4000 tops and will tell us attelse needs to be done. S&f board
voted to approve to do work and pay from Memoriahd:. It also needs Exec Board approval. Congi@yaeeds to approve more than
$5, 000. Bob Locke motioned that we approve up4e00 to repair roof. Nancy T seconded. Carrieghimously.

(continued on Page 7)



(continued from Page 6)

Ken Moran from LPL gave us a proposal to handlgestments in endowment funds from Putnam fund$ S&F board members
were present. He suggested moving from currerdsamd would charge 1% annually of balance in atc@ther than paying each time
we move funds. Board felt that he has the expettishandle funds. Board voted to hire him. Wetalking about $90,400. Ken will
come in every few months or when we ask him. Mamy works with him. Bill asked lots of questionsdais comfortable.BSF invest-
ments.

Bill Silsby — CEC — about $50,000 in account.
Bill owes Bob Gould $64 for prints.

Building Committee — Bob Locke.

Contractors submitted bids. Committee chose Pdugphy who was the middle bid. Bob Locke said maniay want to see all 3 bids
per Bob Gould. Then we would need congregatioredting and a vote. Jim Marshall will be callingksito see what is needed for
first meeting. Mary Lou suggested we take annyzbne

The 2 half of our Annual Meeting was scheduled for Ma®B09. Members are needed to fill appointmentalteacancies of officers
and boards whose terms are expiring. There willball church bulletin asking for volunteers. ilidual boards will bring suggestions
for members to the next Exec Committee meetinge Aéxt Exec Board meeting will be April 21, 2009.

Music committee — Emery was not present

Emery had the contract for David Morrow. He wasinahurch. Jim will email Emery and ask if he tawted the committee. There has
been no conclusion.

Ross gave ending prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Marion Spark, Clerk

Stewardship and Finance

The Board will meet on Wednesday, May 6th at 7 p.m

THRIFT SHOP
Wednesdays and Saturdays 9 a.m. until noon.
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. ALL MEN INVITED! .
- Men's supper fellowship Tuesday, May 26th ptr6 -
NOTICE FROM THE MODERATOR
Greetings All,

As the May Annual meeting is fast approachingnl@nscious of the multiple vat
cancies occurring in the governing boards of Bdllev The Board of Worship and Eduga-
tion, the Board of Fellowship and Outreach, andBbard of Stewardship and Finance a1|e
have openings. Our church clerk and our churclectolr need to be replaced, also. Bell
ville's by-laws require that members who have stuea board for three years must step
down and be replaced. The regular term of selgit®o years, with an option for a third
year.

As we did away with the Nominating Committee sorears ago, we must rely on
volunteers. When we all joined the church, we géetito support its activities, its manage-
ment, its programs, its finances, its philosopmg,af course, one another. All of us,
members and friends of Belleville Church, needateta turn in the management of this
institution.

Please consider volunteering! Thank you very much.
Jim Marshall, Moderator 2008-2009




May Day Celebration
Sunday, May 3rd, 2009
During coffee hour

Join the festivities as we enjoy May Day by dancing
around the May Pole, eating strawberry shortcakle an
making May baskets to deliver to friends.

Please bring the following items for refreshments.

People whose last name begins with these letters
please bring the following:

A-H  prepared strawberries
|-K whipped cream
L-N  ginger ale
O-R  Angel food cake
S-V Vanilla ice cream or
raspberry Sherbert Multiple maypoles at Bryn Mawr College
Pennsylvania
W-Z  more strawberries

Spring hats and colors are welcome!

Is there someone you would like to deliver a basiket Please
join us and make one! |
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June DATES

June 14 Children’s Day and Annual Picnic
June 21 Father’s Day




B June
May 3 Bill Silshy
I 3 Elizabeth Valeriani 3 Judy Moore
R 8 Robert Gandolfi 4 John Chmielewski
8 Matthew Chmielewski 4 Taunya Beauparlant
T 12 Mary Wood 5 Peg Swiss
H 12 Talya Ipbuken 7 Shirley Locke
13 Daryl Laing 9 Cynthia Lusher
D 26 Joyce Burrier 10 Yvonne Cedras
A 30 Michael Valeriani 13 Benjamin Tyler
14 Sherrill Pierce
Y 15 Lindsay Howard
S 21 Karla Middler

25 Marcia Peirce
26 Michael Burgess
29 Hazen Brown

Yard Sale
Newburyport Council on Aging
Saturday, May 16 Cushing Park
To raise money for a Senior Center
($25 for a space) Please call 978-462-8650 for miafermation

"# $%% & ) ( #

st st 3k sk 3k sk sk sk sk sk sk st sk s s sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk s sk sk koK




6 6
17
6."$ 8! I

94* 9 $
7+

(4#' 68: 02 # %

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Newburyport, MA 01950
Permit No. 105

Email: bellevillechurch@verizon.net

Pastor's office hours
Tues. 11 am—12:30pm

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.
Please call to assure the pastor is available

Church Office 978-465-7734

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais

Office hours :

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon

Church Officers:

Moderator
James Marshall
Clerk

Treasurer
Bill Silsby
Collector

Memorial Fund Treasurer
Kelly Burke-Anderson
Auditor

Jim Samuelson

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board)
Bob Locke

Contact Persons:

Board of Fellowship and
Outreach

Diane Crofts

Board of Worship and Education
Kelly Burke-Anderson

Board of Stewardship and Finance
Mary Lou Tyler

UCC Delegate
Emery Rice

Belleville Church Website is:

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/
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Sunday School Coordinator
Nancy Tsakirgis

Flower Coordinator

Shirley Locke

Hospitality Coordinator
Audrey Clarkson

Sexton

Bob Locke




