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       MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH 

  Centered in the inclusive love of 
Jesus Christ, we seek to be a welcoming, 
affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by 
the Holy Spirit, we are inspired to grow and 
be renewed through our worship, 
fellowship, Scripture study and the sharing 
of our gifts.  {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
and guidance, we strive to serve with 
compassion those in need, both near and 
far. 

Ponderings     1 

Coffee Hour              2 

Annual Meeting      

Service Club 

Anna May Guyette  3 

Calendar                   4 

May Day                   5 

Antique Show         6 

Susan Taylor 

Book Discussion       7 

Scripture readers    8 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ 

N & V deadline 

Birthday                 9 

New Office hours 

Contacts 10 

 

Dear Friends, 

     This is the Easter season, or some would simply say ñSpringtime!ò  In this season, we think 

of ñresurrectionò in our church gatherings, or some might rather say ñnew life.ò  I think all of 

us have friends or family members that are not very familiar with religious language, or 

seasons of the Christian year, and we may even wonder ourselves about the diminishing 

power and usefulness of traditional language. 

     I hate to use labels, but know full well that if I just simply say to someone, I'm a 

ñChristian,ò I canôt resist adding something like ñbut not of the fundamentalist or literalist 

kind.ò Defining ourselves by what we are not is not very satisfying, however. So sometimes I 

might say.... ñon the liberal end of the theological spectrum,ò but even that could be 

interpreted as extremist in some way! 

     So.... there are two new words or movements being used a lot these days for Christians 

who ask plenty of questions:ò emerging churchò, and ñprogressive Christians.ò The book we 

are studying by Diana Butler Bass, Christianity for the Rest of Us is one source for this kind 

of thinking. Another is the Center for Progressive Christianity.  

     Here are four sayings of the ñProgressive Christianityò movement: ñWe find more grace in 

the search for understanding than we do in dogmatic certainty.ò Another: ñWe know the way 

we behave toward one another is the fullest expression of what we believe.ò Also: ñWe invite 

all people to our community and worship without insisting they become like us.ò Finally:  

ñWe recognize that being followers of Jesus is costly; it entails selfless love, resistance to evil, 

and renunciation of privilege.ò 

     I think many of us are on this kind of road and search, finding new ways to describe our 

faith. I say, let  us hold on to the power and spirit of the Christian faith, without needing to 

express it in rigid terms, but in ways that speak honestly about the common experience of all 

people seeking to grow spiritually, to grow in grace and truth. 

       Yours along the journey,  

Ross 
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COFFEE HOUR                                          2010 
Apr      
         25th     Audrey Clarkson, Emery Rice, Bill Silsby, Lori Wiswell 
May     2nd     Diane Crofts, Helen Hatcher, Christa Middler 
             9th     Janet Woodman, Helen Mantarian, Pam Ellis 
           16th     Peggy Utterback, Jean Kirkpatrick, Kathy Raywood 
           23rd    Audrey Clarkson, Maria Niswonger, Debra Moore 
           30th   No Coffee Holiday Weekend 
summer 
Sept     5th   No Coffee Holiday Weekend 
           12th    Audrey Clarkson, Nancy Lewis, Carolyn Kyle 
           19th   Nancy Tsakirgis, Gail Gandolfi, Helen Mantarian 
           26th   Lori Wiswell, Debra Moore, Dorothy Williamson 
Oct       3rd   Shirley Locke, Maria Niswonger, Ben Heersink 
           10th   Sue Wolfendale, Diane Crofts, Pam Ellis 
           17th   Marylou Tyler, Karen Conway, Bill Silsby 
           24th   Christa Middler, Brenda Marshall, Kathy Brittan 
           31st    Mardee Beauparlant, Janet Woodman, Jean Kirkpatrick 
Nov     7th      Gail Gandolfi, Anna Guyette, Betty Madden    
          14th      Nancy Canali, Kelly Burke-Anderson, Marcia Samuelson 
          21st    Audrey Clarkson, Cynthia Peirce, Sue Heersink     
          28th     Bob Locke,  Nancy Tsakirgis, Jim Marshall 
Dec       5th    Peggy Utterback, Marge Killam, Debra Moore 
            12th    Christa Middler, Diana Bondar, Kathy Raywood 

            19th    Audrey Clarkson, Lori Wiswell, Irene Bradford, 

            26th     No Coffee 

 Jan 2011 

              2nd    No Coffee 

              9th     Sue Heersink, Dorothy Williamson, Marsha Kinnear 

            16th    Nancy Canali, Gail Gandolfi, Jane Thomas 

            23rd    Marion Spark, Shirley, Locke, Cynthia Peirce 

            30th    Marylou Tyler, Maria Niswonger, Betty Madden 

  

 

The church will supply the napkins, cups, plates, coffee, cream, sugar and juice. 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

The first person on the list is asked to please take charge of the coffee hour for that week and can notify 

the rest of the committee if needed. This schedule is included in the News and Views and is posted on 

the bulletin board.  Please feel free to swap around with anyone if the assigned week is a conflict for 

you.  

The church will supply the napkins, cups, plates, coffee, cream, sugar and juice. 

Anyone can bring something for coffee hour even if it is not your week. You do not have to be listed to 

donate. All donations gratefully accepted.  

Audrey Clarkson 978-462-2780                         Kathy Flaherty     978-465-5917 

Diane Crofts         978-462-7226                        Nancy Canali       978-388-1117 

Carolyn Kyle       978-462-8974 

 

Extra Mile Offering  

The extra mile offering for the Cow/Bull collected $626.  The next extra mile will be for housing in 

Chile.  A house on stilts can be built for about $300. 

Annual Meeting II 

 The Annual Meeting (2nd half) will be May 16th,  

with the reports due on the 28th of April  

Service Club 

    A big - very big - thank you to everyone who helped and donated to our Rummage Sale. (including 

Bill S. who made us his famous rolls)  We made close to $800.  Everything left is now stored in the 

dining room downstairs. On June 12th (rain date the 19th) we plan on having our now annual Yard Sale 

from 9 - 1. When spring cleaning, if you have any items (that didn't make the rummage sale) that you 

would like to donate, please bring them to the Thrift Shop. Our goal is to beat last year's combined effort 

of $1600. We are half way there. 

    Meeting news: On Tuesday May 11th the Service Club will be going to Stripers Grille on 175 Bridge 

Road in Salisbury. We will be meeting at the restaurant at 11:45. If you are interested in joining us 

please let Sue W. (9784627473) know by May 7th.  

 

. 
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May 2010          Belleville Church Calendar 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 
 

2 Worship 

10a 

 

3 Womanõs 
Disc 4pm 

4 Book 
Discussion 

5 Thrift shop 

 9-noon  

Bible Disc. 6:15p 

Choir 7:30 pm 

 S/F   7 pm 

 

 

 

 
 

6 Fran Larkin 
7 pm 
At Public Library 

7 Clean up 
inside 3 pm 

8 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 
 

9 Worship 

10a 

 

10 11 W/E 7 pm 12 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 

 Bible Disc. 6:15p 

Choir 7:30 pm 

 

 
 

13 meditation 
7:30 pm 

14 15 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 
 

16 Worship 

10a 

Annual Mtg II 

 

 

17 Womanõs 
Disc 4pm 

18 Ex.Board 
7pm 

19 Thrift shop 

 9-noon  

Bible Disc. 6:15p 

Choir 7:30 pm 

 

 
 

20 21 22 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 
 

23 Worship 

10a 

 Pentecost 

 

 

 

24 25 26 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 

 Bible Disc. 6:15p 

Choir 7:30 pm 

 

 
 

27 28 29 Thrift shop 

 9-noon 
 

30 Worship 

10a 

 

31 Memorial 
Day 

 

    

  

 

 



News and Views 
 

5 

May     2010 Belleville Congregational Church  

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Day Celebration 

Sunday, May 2nd   During coffee hour 

Join the festivities as we enjoy May Day by dancing around the May Pole, eating 

strawberry shortcake and making May baskets to deliver to friends. 

Please bring the following items for refreshments. 

People whose last name begins with these letters please bring the following:                                  

            

                                                     

 

 

 

A-H     prepared strawberries 

I-K  whipped cream 

L-N  ginger ale 

O-R  Angel food cake 

S-V  Vanilla ice cream or  

  raspberry sherbet 

W-Z   more strawberries 

 

EMAIL FOR BELLEVILLE 

Our church email address is:  bcchurch@worldpath.net 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

The theme for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering this year is ñFeed My Sheepò. We 

are called to care for all who are in need, just as God cares for each of us. One Great Hour 

of Sharing supports international programs of   health, education, agricultural development, 

relief, and refugee assistance. It provides support to people in 80 countries. 

 

Your gift brings shelter, food, water and medical supplies to disaster survivors. You help 

refugees find safe shelter and begin to build new lives. You aid impoverished communities 

in securing dependable sources of food and clean water. And you help to provide medical 

care and education that strengthens bodies and minds and create brighter futures. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing will be on Sunday, March 21
st
. 

 
Submitted by Diane Crofts for the Fellowship and Outreach Committee 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

The 46th Antique Show and Sale at Belleville Church will be on Monday, July 26, 2010 

from 9AM to 3PM. There will be dealers both inside and outside the Parish Hall. A 

luncheon will be held.  

The coordinators of the show are Nancy Canali, Shirley Locke and Diane Crofts. Janet 

Woodman is in charge of the luncheon. 

As the event approaches, there will be many ways you can participate. We will update 

you as the time nears as to how you can help. 

 

 
Feed Your Fire: Overcoming Fatigue and Staying Sharp through Meditation 

 Feed your fire was born out of our need to bring the power of strength, vitality and light back into our 

true essence. 

Join Dr. Susan Taylor, Biochemist and teacher of the national meditation specialist certification 

training for an evening that will give practical tools to ignite the power of metabolism for the body, 

mind and soul..for the body it means to rejuvenate to its youthful state, for the mind to restore and 

enliven intuition and for the soul to reconnect with its purpose in life to serve others. 

Healing occurs when the body, mind and soul function together in harmony. Susan Taylor, PHD is 

trained in both western and eastern science é.lived and studied with yoga and meditation masters 

expanding her teachings to integrate spirituality and science for over 35 yrséshe is known for blending 

cutting edge western modalities with timeless healing modalities. 

Begin your journeyé 

Freedom is the result when you walk in the fire and this fire comes when you are strong in your 

thoughts, speech and action. 

Let the fire of your life give you freedom in the world not from the world.  

Join Us May 13th from 7:30 - 9PM at Belleville Church for seminar and a practice session.  Free will 

offering. 

Susan Taylor, Ph.D.   
Center for Meditation Science, Inc  
 

 

 

Sunday School Garden 
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Our next book discussion Tuesday May 4th 

Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church Is Transforming the Faith by 

Diana Butler Bass 

From Publishers Weekly  

Most pundits will tell you that the mainline churches ðPresbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans, 

Episcopalians, Congregationalists and Disciples of Christ ðare in decline: it is now commonplace 

to assume that liberal churches are doomed and only evangelical churches are growing. Think 

again, says Butler Bass ( The Practicing Congregation ) in this challenging and hopeful book, 

which summarizes the findings of a three -year study funded by the Lilly Endowment.  Her 

provocative conclusions include the observation that today's mainliners have redefined politics 

by favoring bottom -up acts of service over structural change. And, she says, the thriving 

con gregations are neither red nor blue, but purple ða mix of Democrats and Republicans. This 

is Bass's best book yet.   

Join us for some light refreshments.  If interested please let Peggy Utterback, Kelly 

Burke -Anderson or Gail Gandolfi of the W/E board know s o that we can obtain some 

copies for passing around.  

 

New Member orientation 
 

We are having a new member orientation. If there is anyone interested  or if there is any one you 
know who might be interested in becoming a member of Belleville Congregational Church, please 
come to our orientation being held on April 18th at 9:00 am. There will be representatives of the 
different boards available for questions and answers  before worship. After a time of reflecting, 
any wishing to become new members will be honored on May 2nd.  
 



News and Views 
 

8 

May     2010 Belleville Congregational Church  

 

  
 

2010 Scripture Readers 

May 2 Bill Silsby 

May 9 Marion 

May 16 Peggy 

May 23 Kelly 

May 30 Kathleen 

June 6   Gail 

June 13 Jim 

June 20 Cathy 

June 27 Maria 

July 4 Geoff 

July 11 Bill 

July 18 Marion 

July 25 Peggy 

Aug. 1 Kelly 

Aug. 8 Kathleen 

Aug. 15 Gail 

Aug. 22  Jim 

Aug. 29 Cathy 

Sept. 5 Maria 

Sept. 12 Geoff 

Sept. 19 Bill 

Sept. 26 Marion 

Oct. 3 Peggy 

Oct. 10 Kelly 

 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4 

Easter Sunday April 4th service in the Meeting house with an egg 

hunt for the children after worship on the lawn, weather 

permitting.                                 

                                                                

                                                                                           

 

                                      

July 25 Peggy 

Aug. 8 Kathleen 

Aug. 15 Gail 

Aug. 22  Jim 

Aug. 29 Cathy 

Sept. 5 Maria  

Sept. 12 Geoff Sept. 19 Bill 

Sept.  26 Marion 

Oct. 3 Peggy 

Oct. 10 Kelly 

Oct. 17 Kathleen 

Oct. 24 Gail Gandolfi 

Oct. 31 Jim Marshall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 7 Cathy Morrow 

Nov. 14 Maria Niswonger 

Nov. 21 Geoff Raywood 

Nov. 28 Bill Silsby 

Dec. 5 Marion Spark 

Dec. 12 Peggy Utterback 

Dec. 19 Kelly Burke-

Anderson 

Dec. 26 Kathleen Brittan 

 

²ha9bΩ{ 5L{/¦{{Lhb Dwh¦t 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ƴonth.  The 

meetings take place at 4 p.m. and will be meeting this month on May 3 and May 17. Please call Cathie 

Gould for place of meeting.  

 

NEWS & VIEWS DEADLINE        

May 20   for June issue. This will be the last issue until Fall.   
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Holocaust and Forgiveness : Anna Smulowitz, Thursday, 

December 10, 7PM 

      For reconciliation efforts, Rev. Anna Smulowitz was 

interviewed   

with a Nazi soldier in Germany on Dateline.  We will view 

this video   

clip, hear comments from Anna, and have a discussion on 

the topic of   

Forgiveness. Anna will also make reference to the book 

"The Sunflower"   

by Simon Wiesenthal. Free will offering for reconciliation 

ministries. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 May  

3 Elizabeth Valeriani  

8 Robert Gandolfi  

8 Matthew Chmielewski  

12 Mary Wood   

12 Talya Ipbuken   

13 Daryl Laing   

26 Joyce Burrier   

30 Michael Valeriani  

 

 

 

 

2010 Scripture Readers 

Feb. 28 Marion Spark 

Mar. 7  Peggy Utterback 

Mar. 14 Kelly 

Mar. 21 Kathleen 

Mar. 28 Gail 

Apr. 4 Jim 

Apr. 11 Cathy   

Apr. 18 Maria 

Apr. 25 Geoff 

May 2 Bill 

May 9 Marion 

May 16 Peggy 

May 23 Kelly 

May 30 Kathleen 

June 6   Gail 

June 13 Jim 

June 20 Cathy 

June 27 Maria 

July 4 Geoff 

July 11 Bill 

July 18 Marion 

July 25 Peggy 

Aug. 1 Kelly 

 

 June  

3 Bill Silsby  

3 Judy Moore  

4 John Chmielewski  

4 Taunya Beauparlant  

5 Peg Swiss  

7 Shirley Locke  

9 Cynthia Lusher  

10 Yvonne Cedras  

13 Benjamin Tyler  

14 Sherrill Pierce  

15 Lindsay Howard   

21 Karla Middler  

25 Marcia Peirce  

26 Michael Burgess  

29 Hazen Brown  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

.ŜƭƭŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ kitchenette 

 

Email  bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Pastor's office hours:  978-462-4899 

Usually Tues. 11 amτ12pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays  

9a.m.τ12 noon   ( Saturday hours are on an 

 as-needed basis) 

 

Please note New 

office hours for 

Pastor and Office 

Administrator 
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Pastor's office hours:   

Usually Tues. 11 amτ12pm and 

Wed. and Thurs. 10 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ                  978-462-4899  

----------------------------- 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais Church 
Office                                                978-465-7734 

Office hours :Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays  

9a.m.τ12 noon   ( Saturday hours are on an 

 as-needed basis) 

 

 

 

 

Church Officers: 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Kathy Raywood 

Treasurer 

Mary Lou Tyler 

Collector 

Assistant Treasurer 

William Silsby 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 

Members-at-Large (Ex. 

Board) 

Bob Locke 

Helen Hatcher 

 

Contact Persons: 

Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

Church email address: 

bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Website: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org  

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/  

 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 
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