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October, 2017 

News & Views 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

November, 2017 News and Views 

Hello Friends... 

    We have entered that brisk time of year that can 

translate into brisk activities, and sometimes even frenetic 

scheduling for the holidays. 

      With clocks rolled back, the lazy days of summer are 

now emphatically over, and we do start to move faster, just 

to get a few things done before sundown! As always, we 

theologian types like to ponder the spiritual overtones of 

our present circumstances. 

     So without over-scheduling, I do recommend many of 

the wonderful CONCERTS coming up at Belleville! 

Amazing opportunities for fellowship, making new friends 

and reconnecting with old friends. The Tex-Mex this 

weekend on November 3 will be sure to teach us a few  

things about our friends near the border, and the positive 

Mexican musical influences. It will also get feet tapping 

and moving, with a small dance area available! Then the 

very next Friday and Saturday will be a wonderful feast of 

Broadway showtunes, with the talent of those who brought 

us Godspell, and their friends. And just a few weeks later, 

Sunday, December 3 will be an all classical organ and choir 

fest; not only do we feast on music, but all the shows will 

raise money towards repairing the Meetinghouse.  

      For those of you who could not make worship on 

Sunday Oct 22, I reminded us all that while the news cycles 

are too often depressing and negative, there is "news-from-

another-network" as one of my mentors put it. We could 

limit our intake of all the bad news out there, take a 

Sabbath from all the spin, let loose in mind, spirit, and feet 

with some of great music and worship we have at Belleville. 

I leave you with a quote from the Dalai Lama: China is 

now changing, Cuba is changing, North Korea alone 

perhaps has no changed... yet. These things are positive 

signs. Human beings through wider contact and more 

education are becoming more mature. It takes time, and we 

must take the long view. 

     Let's move into the holidays with this kind of hope for 

our world .... humankind can indeed learn, grow, and 

mature. We can move beyond schoolyard taunts and cycles 

of violence.  

     Hope, Peace, Love and Joy to all for the holidays.  See 

you at one of the concerts!  

Ross

Belleville Congregational Church  

An Open and Affirming Congregation  of the United Church of Christ  

MISSION OF BELLEVILLE CHURCH  

Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, we 

seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing 

congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 

inspired to grow and be renewed through our 

sharing of our gifts. Strengthened by Godôs love 

and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 

those in need, both near and far. 
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2017 CALENDAR  

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

   1 

6pmMenôs 

Fellowship Dinner 

2 

2:30 Easy chair 

yoga 

6pm Bible 

discussion 

7pm Choir 

rehearsal 

3 

8pm Roots 

concert with 

Los 

Texmaniacs 

 

4 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

 

5 

10am Worship in 

the Chapel 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

6 

7pm CODA 

7:15pm NCS 

 

7 

 

8 

7:30pm Board of 

Stewardship &  

Finance 

9 

2:30 Easy chair 

yoga 

6pm Bible 

discussion 

7pm Choir 

rehearsal 

10 

7pm 

Broadway 

Cabaret 

11 

9- 12 Thrift Shop  

1pm Broadway 

Cabaret 

 

12 

10am Worship in 

the Chapel 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

 

13 

7pm CODA 

7:15pm NCS 

 

14 

1:30pm Service 

Club 

15 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

7pm Executive Board 

 

16 

2:30 Easy chair 

yoga 

6pm Bible 

discussion 

7pm Choir 

rehearsal 

17 18 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

 

19 

10am Worship in 

the Chapel 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

20 

7pm CODA 

7:15pm NCS 

21 22 

9- 12 Thrift Shop  

 

23 

 
 

24 

 

25 

9-12 Thrift Shop 

 

26 

10am Worship in 

the Chapel 

11:15 Youth 

Choir rehearsal 

27 

7pm CODA 

7:15 NCS 

28 

 

29 30 

6pm Bible 

discussion 

7pm Choir 

rehearsal 
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November 4 

 
 

Womenõs Coffee and Conversation 
Saturday November 25th f rom 9 ð 10:30am, in the parlor  

 

A special THANK YOU to 

everyone who baked cooked and helped out for ñSoups Onò. We raised $400 for 

the Meetinghouse Ceiling Fund. 
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Wednesday, November 1st 

Gather at 6pm, dinner at 6:30pm 

 

Grammy Award Winner, Los Texmaniacs, to Perform on Friday, November 3rd  

Please join us in welcoming Los Texmaniacs to the Belleville Stage. Los Texmaniacs, a Tex-
Mex band from San Antonio, was founded by Max Baca, who sings and plays the banjo 
sexto, a twelve string variation on a guitar that includes bass and guitar strings. Max is 

accompanied  by instrumentalists on the accordion, bass and drums. Los Texmaniacs won 
ŀ DǊŀƳƳȅ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нлмл ŦƻǊ ¢ŜƧŀƴƻ !ƭōǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ά.ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ȅ .ŀƛƭŜǎέΦ 

Tickets are $30 in advance/$35 at the door/$10 for children 18 and under.  

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 November      December  

4 Mike Conaway    1 James Marshall  
6  Ja mie Beauparlant    6 Cathy Morrow  
8 Annika Ellis     10 Jennifer Allard  
10 Jon Williamson    10 Tyler Jay  
10 Helen Hatcher    11 Scott Smith  
20  Judi Smith     20  Jean Kirkpatrick  
26 Sue Wolfendale    21 Michael Allard  
28 Jonathan Pearson    21 William DeGiovan n i  
28 Christina Grandoni   25 Norm Hansen  
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Youth Choir rehearses Sunday mornings after the worship service. 

First rehearsal is September 10
th

 after worship 

Come and make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

 

 

The adult choir  rehearses Thursday evenings at 7pm. First rehearsal is September 7
th

 

New members always welcome! Come and lend your voice! 
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Service Club  
Our Tuesday, November 14 meeting will be in the Banister Room at 1:30. Steve Wiswell will 

be presenting another video presentation for us. Refreshments will be served. Hope to see a 

lot of you at the meeting 

 

 
Come by and see whatôs new!  The thrift shop is  

Open every Wednesday and Saturday 9am ï noon. 

  The Christmas Room will be open November and 

December. We need volunteers!! If you can spare a few hours on Wednesday or Saturday 

please speak with Sue Wolfendale. 
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The board of Fellowship and Outreach are working on the coffee hour list for the 

coming year. It has been requested to have coffee on the holiday weekends too. We are 

looking for volunteers for those weekends.  

  The biggest weekend that we are looking to fill is Easter. At this time we have 1 

person. More are needed to pull off this busy day. People can sign up to donate for 

coffee hour and that will be a big help. We do however need more than one person for 

set up and cleaning up.. We understand  this is a busy weekend for families and many 

people are traveling.  

  It will be helpful to have a response as soon as possible. 

 The list will be done by the end of November. Please contact any of us on this 

committee. 

 Committee members are : 

   Jean Kirkpatrick , Carolyn Kyle, Lynn Varney, Martha Kelleher, Sue Wolfendale , 

Audrey Clarkson  
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USHERS  

Communion is the first Sunday of each month  

              November        December  
 
5 Schmidt Family 3 The Dean Family 

12 Gail Gandolfi &Hans Erwich 10 Ben Heersink & Joe DeGiovanni 

19 Jean Kirkpatrick & Kelly Burke-Anderson 17 Audrey Clarkson & Jean Kirkpatrick 

26  Shirley & Bob Locke 24 

  31 `Peggy Utterback & Kathy Raywood 

 

SCRIPTURE READERS  

November      December  

5 Bill Silsby     3 Joe DeGiovanni 

12 Kelly Burke-Anderson   10 Ben Heersink 

19 Emery Rice     17 Lynn Varney 

26 Gail Gandolfi    24 Michelle Anderson 

       31 Gail Gandolfi 
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    November 
5 Nancy Canali, Kelly Burke-Anderson & Diana Bondar 

12 Marcia Samuelson, Amy Schmidt & Dorothy Williamson 

19 Audrey Clarkson, Jennifer Allard & Deb Moore 

16 Marion Spark, Kathy Raywood & Ben Heersink 

     December 
3 Peggy Utterback, Mardee Beauparlant & Audrey Clarkson 

10 Sue Wolfendale, Norma Dean & Lynn Varney 

17 Audrey Clarkson, Diane Crofts & Janet Woodman 

24  

31  
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Church Staff & Contact Information  

 

Pastor Ross Varney                978-462-4899 

Office hours:  Tuesday 11 AM ï 12:30  

Wednesday & Thursday 10:30 AM - Noon;  

or by appointment. 

 

Church Office                            978-465-7734 

Valerie Gates, Office Administrator 

Office hours:  Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Church Email: bcchurch@worldpath.net 

Website:  www.bellevillechurch.org  

Andrea DeGiovanni, Organist & Music 

Director  

James Gorman, Sexton 

Newsletter Submissions 

Do you have an article that you would like to include in 

the monthly newsletter? 

If so, please submit your article to the church office by the 

25th of each month. 

Thank you! 

Church Officers 

Moderator:  Kelly Burke -Anderson 

Clerk: Kathy Raywood 

Treasurer: Jim Samuelson 

Collector: Norma Dean 

Memorial Fund Treasurer:  

Auditor:  

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Shirley Locke & Ben Heersink 

Contact Persons 

Board of Fellowship & Outreach: 

Martha Kelleher  

Board of Worship & Education:  

Gail Gandolfi  

Board of Stewardship & 

Finance: Hans Erwich 

UCC Delegate:  

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

Flower Coordinator 
 

 

Hospitality Coordinator  
Audrey Clarkson 

Belleville Congregational Church  
An Open and Affirming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ  

 

300 High Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

978-465-7734 

bcchurch@worldpath.net 

bellevillechurch.org 
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