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 PONDERINGS 

Dear Friends, 
       I've been thinking a lot about  "Adult Education," the "Word,"   
and reading in general. I'm so pleased that there is renewed interest   
in reading and discussing books about faith! First of all, let me   
assure you that when I use the word education, I mean nothing of the   
"banking" mode of education, stockpiling information in our heads! But   
I take seriously the root of the word, which means "to lead out,"   
since we are all led into wisdom and truth (even Jesus "grew in   
wisdom"), which is indeed a lifelong process of discovery, different   
for each one of us, so we learn from each other! 
       This fall, many have already been reading The Shack, some are   
starting Jesus' Family Values (we got extra copies from a sister   
church in Beverly, and they speak highly of the book!)  The Worship   
and Education group has already set a date for discussing The Shack,   
Tuesday eve, October 6. I think  The Shack 
is a delightful presentation of faith in times of tragedy, plenty to   
discuss; let's have a good dialogue! 
        We may think, WHO HAS TIME TO READ???  We often hear retirees   
say, Now I finally have time to read the newspaper, or read an entire   
book!   Well, how can we afford NOT to read? In the Judeo Christian   
heritage, we are a "people of the book,"  the Bible, the "Word" of   
God, and Jesus himself is called the "The Word." And basic psychology   
would tell us that our thoughts, the words running through our minds,   
are the source of much action and feeling! 
        So let's toast to the renewal of Spiritual Reading (yes, even   
blogs and websites ...  there are all sorts of interesting articles   
and links to be found at UCC.ORG, as well as at MACUCC.ORG. ),   
writings from the Bible, commentaries, or devotional books, even if we   
can only make a small amount of time. And sometimes why not save five   
minutes or more to conclude with prayer, to invite one Word or a few   
words to really sink into our minds, thoughts, and life? I hope to   
continue and keep up such practices! 
           Yours in faith,  Ross 

 

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, 
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 
inspired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 
those in need, both near and far. 
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Senzeni Na 
Zulu for “What have we done?” 

Volunteer Opportunities and Poverty Awareness Fair 
October 15-17, 2009 

Please see our website for current schedule of events. 
Events include: nonprofit tables with volunteer opportunities, presentations, documenta-

ries, walking tours, bake sale, Jelly Bean Mystery Item Auction, making banner panels for 
the Blessing of the Banner and closing concert by the Boston Community Choir and recep-

tion.  All events are free will offering. 

Thank you Belleville for co-hosting the Fair 
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donating paper products, please contact Sue Wolfendale �



 

 

FOOD PANTRIES 
cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, hygiene items, paper items, peanut 
butter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned meats and fruit, soup, powdered 

milk, macaroni and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, bread, crackers.�� �$%��%�
&%$�'  

SCRIPTURE READERS 
 

 

Jim Marshall   Sept 27 

 

Cathy  Morrow  Oct 4 

Maria  Niswonger  Oct. 11 

Geoff  Raywood  Oct 18 

Bill Silsby   Oct 25 

Marion  Spark   Nov 1 

Kelly  Burke-Anderson Nov 8 

Gail Gandolfi   Nov 15 

Jim Marshall   Nov 22 

Cathy Morrow   Nov 29 

Maria Niswonger  Dec 6 

Geoff  Raywood          Dec 13 

Bill Silsby   Dec 20 

Marion Spark   Dec 27 

 
This is a proposed scripture reading assign-
ment.  If you can’t read on your assigned 
day, switch with someone else on the list.   
Peace, Gail 
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New Year’s Eve 
Blue Moon Ball 

(Yes, it really will be a Blue Moon 
this New Year’s!) 

Thursday, December 31, 2009 7 PM 
to 12:30 AM 

Belleville Congregational Church 

300 High St., Newburyport, MA  

This is a tentative event depending on inter-
est and would be co-sponsored by Belleville 
and Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change.  
Idea: family friendly event with music from 
the 30s to 70’s, cookie potluck with Belle-
ville and Pennies providing music, punch, 
decorations, paper goods.  If this is some-
thing you would like to attend or help plan, 
please contact Cathie Gould by November 
1s t a t  978-463-0507 or  emai l 
2cents4change@gmail.com.   

PENNIES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
The Volunteer Opportunities and Poverty Awareness Fair is looking for sponsors as well as volunteers to help at the Fair.  Please 
contact Cathie Gould, 978-463-0507 for sponsorship or Eleanor Turke, Pennies Volunteer Coordinator if you are able to help. 
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The Boston Community Choir! 
Saturday at 5 PM, October 17, 2009 

Belleville Church 300 High Street, Newburyport, MA 
Please join us for the Senzeni Na Closing Ceremony and Reception  

following the Concert in the Chapel Building next door.  

Event Hosted by: Belleville Congregational Church 
 

 This is a free will offering event and due to space limitations, admittance is by ticket only.  Please contact 
Cathie Gould, 978-463-0507 for tickets. 

 

 Gospel music, a pillar of Americana, continues to grow in its popularity both here and abroad.  From its humble 
roots to today's highly stylized iterations, it has captured the attention of many of the world's greatest musi-
cians.  However, I believe that the real beauty and magic of gospel music lies in its ability to comfort in times of 
sorrow; strengthen in times of weakness; celebrate in times of joy; and minister in times of spiritual need.  These 
messages are precisely what the Boston Community Choir tries to impart through its repertoire and performances.  
We share them and hope that each person will experience the love that we have for each other and for the music.  
Moreover, we know that there is a message for everyone. 

 

 The Boston Community Choir (a.k.a. The Boston Pops Gospel Choir), is an all-volunteer group comprised of 
singers from many church, community, and university choirs throughtout the Greater Boston area. 

 
The Boston Pops Gospel Choir was originally brought together to perform in the first "Gospel Night at POPS" in 
1993.  "Gospel Night" is a result of the  vision and commitment of the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s Cultural 
Diversity Committee.  This vision was particularly championed by the late Vondal M. Taylor, Jr. (1954-95), who 
was Vice-Chair of the Cultural Diversity Committee, and an overseer of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.  The 
Cultural Diversity Committee, in its effort to increase the diversity of Symphony Hall’s patronage, developed 
Gospel Night to appeal to a broader-than-traditional audience.  Gospel Night has since become an annual event 
that continues to feature the choir.  

. After the death of Vondal Taylor in 1995, Brother Dennis Slaughter, who had performed with the choir since 1993, 
decided to develop Boston Community Choir as an entity outside of Symphony Hall.  Through his efforts and musical 
direction, the Boston Community Choir has become well-known throughout the Boston area for its inspired and up-
lifting performances.  In it's special way, this choir is adding to the very rich and exciting history of gospel music.  

Some performances of note include:  

  Singing at the wake of Senator Ted Kennedy 

Singing at the Opening of the Fleet Center with Patti LaBelle, and James Taylor 
  Singing with Natalie Cole during concerts at the Harborlights Pavilion  

  Performing every year since 1996 in Boston’s Famous First Night Celebrations 

  Singing at the Re-Lighting Dedication of the Museum of Fine Arts 

  Joining the rock group Phish at their New Year's Eve concert at the Fleet Center 

  Singing during the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life fund-raiser  

  Singing at the Project Clotheslines’ Memorial Display on the Boston Common 
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Neighbors in Need Offering 
 

 The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on Sunday, Oct. 18th, supports the UCC’s  ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Two thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and 
Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct ser-
vice projects. 
 

 Justice and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as voting rights, immigration, 
health care, hate crimes, civil liberties and environmental justice. 
 

 Neighbors in Need, also, supports with one third of the offering, the UCC’s Council for American Indians. Today 
there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin and northern Nebraska 
and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The pastors and congregations are sup-
ported by this offering. 
 

 Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible. It needs your support. 
 

 Submitted by Diane Crofts for the Fellowship and Outreach Board 

 

 Please make all checks for the Extra Mile offerings to Belleville Church.  Thank you 

COFFEE HOUR   2009 
 

 Sept 27th      Lori Wiswell, Debra Moore, Dorothy Williamson 

Oct     4th     Shirley Locke, Maria Niswonger, Betty Madden 

          11th    Sue Wolfendale, Diane Crofts, Kathy Flaherty 

           18th   MaryLou Tyler, Karen Conway, Lori Wiswell 

          25th    Christa Middler, Bill Silsby, Brenda Marshall 

SERVICE CLUB 
The next meeting of the Service Club will be on Tuesday, October 13th. We are going out to lunch at Whittier 
Tech. Should be a great time. For anyone interested in joining the Service Club, we meet the second Tuesday 
of the month at 1:30 in the Bannister Room (except this Oct). We always welcome new members. Give us a try. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD Minutes... September 15, 2009 
  DEVOTIONS:   
EXECUTIVE BOARD in attendance:  Ross Varney,  Bill Silsby, Mary Lou Tyler, Audrey Clarkson, Bob Locke, Maria Niswonger, Jim 
Marshall, Gail Gandolfi, Helen Hatcher 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   Read silently, a motion to accept (as written) was made  by Gail Gandolfi and seconded by Bill 
Silsby  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
     A.   Pastor’s:   

     -Ross will be conducting a wedding in the Chapel on the 27th of September between 3:00 and 5:00.  

     -Ross will be gone the week of October 4th.  Bill Silsby has been asked to deliver the sermon on the 4th.  Communion will be put off 
until October 11th when Ross will return. 

     -A hike lead by Geoff Raywood is in the planning for the afternoon of the Sunday the 18th of October. 

     -Ross will be gone the week of October 26 to November 1.  He will be taking an education week.   There will be a guest preacher for 
Sunday, November 1st will be  

     -The topic of a retreat is being discussed.  The weekends of (either) November 7/8 or 14/15 were suggested.  The W.E. Board will dis-
cuss and make the official proposal of date, etc. 

     -Ross mentioned that his community involvement (Commission for Diversity,  Clergy Council, Martin Luther King Day planning) is 
requiring considerable time.   

     B.   Fellowship and Outreach Report: 

     -The Extra Mile Offering for October will be for the UCC Neighbors In Need.  The next one will be for Sue Heersink and the library 
she is helping to build (with books) in Kenya for Beads for Education.  Following those will be collections for Pennies for Poverty, and 
Gail’s yearly mission trip to Mexico.  

     -Pancake breakfast was a success.  

     -Plans are being made for  a confirmation class.  

     C.   Stewardship and Finance Report:  -Meeting scheduled for Tuesday Sept. 29th. 

     D.   Treasurer's Report 

     -Investments have increased 

     -Available Operating Cash:            $109,596 -Year to date loss as of August 31   <$14,625> 

     -Budget loss as of December 31      <$28,878> 

     E.   Worship and Education Report 

     -Meeting follows the Ex Bd. tonight 

     F.   Building Committee Report 

     -Foundation is complete...Roof beams are set, rafters, trusses and perhaps roofing plywood will be put together by the end of the week.  
The next step after that will be the ramps and platforms to get into each building. Three carpenters are at work each day. 

      NEW BUSINESS 
     A.  The Pennies  food  drive was  granted  permission to use the basement  dining hall for the fall food drive Friday September  25-28.  
The food will be delivered (out of the Church) on Monday Sept. 28, and deliveries should be completed by 10 AM. 

     B.  On October 15th, the event scheduled for Belleville has been  moved to the Unitarian 

Church, because  of the non-renewal of the motion picture license.     

          C.  Several  people  have  been  working  to consolidate  the church  email lists.   A suggestion was made that in the near future, they 
meet to come up with one common list. 

          D.  Executive Board session concluded at 8:30 PM 

     E.  The next Executive Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 20 
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S/F meeting 



 

 

�������������

�

�

�
	
�����

�������������

�

�

	
�����

 

   September  
27 Carolyn Kyle 

29 Richard Van Amburgh 

30 Keri Pennell 

 October  
1 Christopher Sprague 

8 Virginia Lowell 

8 Erv Bode 

8 Christopher Clarke 

9 Nicholas Howard 

13 Denis Ipbuken 

14 Sue Bennett 

15 Kate Clunie 

18 Nat Codin 

16 George Hangen 

19 Raymond Dugdale 

21 Elizabeth Proctor 

22 Keith Conway 

23 Austin Lanham 

24 Janet Woodman 

25 Emily Wright 

25 Aiden Proctor 

25 Sophie Proctor 

26 Stephen Woodman 

26 Emily Fay 

29 Irene Bradford 

 

November 
2 Robert Himeon 

6 Jamie Beauparlant 

7 Jennifer Himeon 

7 Gerri (Pollard) Firth 

8 Robert Dennis 

10 Jon Williamson 

10 Helen Hatcher 

12 Sharon Hollis 

21 J. Joseph Gerry 

24 Carol Climo 

26 Sue Wolfendale 

28 Jonathan Pearson 

28 Christina Grandoni 

30 Pat Stein 
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Church Officers: 
 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Kathy Raywood 
 

Treasurer 

Mary Lou Tyler 

Collector 

Assistant Treasurer 

William Silsby 
 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 
 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Bob Locke 

Helen Hatcher 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 
Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 
 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/ 

 
 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 

Non-Profit Organization 
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