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 PONDERINGS 

Dear Friends, 

     As is often my custom, I get to visit other churches while on leave. Well this 
summer I wound up at a Methodist church in Rockport one Sunday, and I met an 
amazing guy who said he was a composer of Christian songs. I said that I too 
had composed a few songs, and why not share some of them with each other that 
afternoon.  

      I discovered that this guy had suffered a stroke several years prior that had 
left him paralyzed on one side, needing to learn to walk all over again, and need-
ing to regain the use of his hand slowly as well. He also had lost part of his 
memory, and explained that if we were to meet the next Sunday he probably 
wouldn't know who I was, and we'd introduce ourselves all over again.  

       So back to the amazing part, he shared some original songs, all fingers par-
ticipating,  that were nothing short of soul stirring. One song was about a bap-
tism of a little baby whom the mother had decided to keep and put up for adop-
tion. The song was unabashedly political, and Tom's views on ethics and religion 
were not much in synch with mine, but the sharing time was beautiful and inspir-
ing. 

     Tom held on to the gifts he had left and was using them. And the gift we 
could give each other was to celebrate the common gift of music, let differences 
go for the time being, and enjoy the gift of life-giving music. 

       "Celebrate what is in common," or "what unites us is greater than what di-
vides us" may seem like thoughts overused. Would that we could remember and 
put them into action in all our relationships! Would that Congress could put the 
common good (or health!) of the American people ahead of holding entrenched 
positions. Some sacrifice and cost is always necessary for the greater good. Jesus 
taught and embodied this truth. Let's hold fast to such central teachings as we do 
our best to follow in Jesus Way. 

Hope to see you this September as we celebrate and support each other in our 
common life experiences.    

       Faithfully yours in Christ,   Ross 

 

  

 

Mission of Belleville Church 
 Centered in the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, 
we seek to be a welcoming, affirming, and healing congregation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we are 
inspired to grow and be renewed through our worship, fellowship, scripture study, and the shar-
ing of our gifts.  Strengthened by God’s love and guidance, we strive to serve with compassion 
those in need, both near and far. 
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PANCAKES!         PANCAKES!             PANCAKES! 
 

 Belleville Church’s Annual Pancake Breakfast and Sunday school 
registration! 
 

 Join us on Sunday September 13th as we begin the new Sunday 
school year for a delicious pancake breakfast! The Sunday school 
teachers and the children of Belleville will be serving up pancakes 
for everyone! We will have coffee, juice, milk, sausage and light 
fluffy pancakes with butter and syrup! 
 

 Breakfast will be served from 8:30a.m. until 9:30a.m. downstairs 
in the dining hall. 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE REMINDER 
10 AM STARTING SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6 

Service Club 

The first meeting of the new year will be held on Tuesday, September 8th at 1:30p.m. in the 
Bannister Room.  After a short meeting to discuss plans for the year, there will be a clown show 
featuring Cheerful Charlie and Lt. Fuzz. Come for a good time. All are invited and bring a friend. 
The Service Club meets on the second Tuesday of the month. We really need new people to join 
our group. You can call Sue Wolfendale with any questions. 
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donating paper products, please contact Sue Wolfendale.�
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   SPECIAL MEETING RE TARBOX  FUND AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

6/21/2009 

  

 Jim Marshall first made sure there were enough members present for a quorum and there were.  (18 members)  Jim proposed that the 
Campaign prayer be read. 
 

 Jim reported $100 was received from the Bay State Federal Savings Charitable Foundation. 
 

 Bill reported that there is $58,457 in the bank for the CC and another $200 in checks that just came in, totaling $58,657.  Sue Heersink 
spoke briefly and gave some history about Thelma Tarbox.  Mary Lou said that the Tarbox Fund enables us to have Sunday school, 
music, etc. 
 

 Ben motioned that we use $45,000 from the Tarbox Fund – the $15,000 that has already been advanced and an additional $30,000 as an 
outright gift.  Brenda seconded. 
 

 Ross asked if the building committee can decide what phase to start with.  Geoff said autonomy has already been given to the building 
committee for those decisions. 

There was a vote and, except for 2 abstentions, the members voted in favor. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION  

August  2009 

 

 



 

 

FOOD PANTRIES 
cereal, juice boxes, school snacks, condiments, hygiene items, paper items, peanut 
butter and jelly, pasta and pasta sauce, canned meats and fruit, soup, powdered 

milk, macaroni and cheese, dried fruit, rice cakes, bread, crackers.�� �$%��%�
&%$�'  

SCRIPTURE READERS 
 

Geoff  Raywood  Aug 23 

Bill Silsby   Aug 30 

 

Marion  Spark   Sept. 6 

Kelly  Burke-Anderson Sept 13 

Gail Gandolfi   Sept 20 

Jim Marshall   Sept 27 

 

Cathy  Morrow  Oct 4 

Maria  Niswonger  Oct. 11 

Geoff  Raywood  Oct 18 

Bill Silsby   Oct 25 

Marion  Spark   Nov 1 

Kelly  Burke-Anderson Nov 8 

Gail Gandolfi   Nov 15 

Jim Marshall   Nov 22 

Cathy Morrow   Nov 29 

Maria Niswonger  Dec 6 

Geoff  Raywood          Dec 13 

Bill Silsby   Dec 20 

Marion Spark   Dec 27 

 
This is a proposed scripture reading assign-
ment.  If you can’t read on your assigned day, 
switch with someone else on the list.   
Peace, Gail 
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For details, call  978-465-7734  
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Belleville Church - Bannister Room 300 
High Street, Newburyport����

SAFETY LAST - NR  

HAROLD LLOYD (1893-1971), the third genius of si-
lent comedy, made more films than Chaplin and Keaton 
combined, out-paced both at the box office, and, as for 
gags and laughs, “few people have equaled him and no-
body has ever beaten him” (James Agee). Remembered 
as The Man on the Clock, Lloyd’s legendary “thrill pic-
tures” were but a small part of an extraordinary career. 

 

 Salesclerk "human fly" publicity stunt goes sour when, 
with the real climber on the lam from a cop, he gets stuck 
scaling the building himself. The oft-excerpted sky-
scraper "clock" sequence, shot without trick photogra-
phy, is a deserved legend, but only the topper to a relent-
less succession of priceless gags. 

Stewardship and Finance Board 
will meet on Wednesday 

 September 2   at 7 p.m. 
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PENNIES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
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Saturday at 5 PM, October 17 

Belleville Church 

300 High Street, Newburyport, MA�
Please join us for the Senzeni Na Closing Ceremony and Reception  

following the Concert in the Chapel Building next door.  

Event Hosted by: Belleville Congregational Church 
 

 This is a free will offering event and due to space limitations, admittance is by ticket only.  Please contact 
Cathie Gould, 978-463-0507 for tickets. 

Gospel music, a pillar of Americana, continues to grow in its popularity both here and abroad.  From its humble 
roots to today's highly stylized iterations, it has captured the attention of many of the world's greatest musi-
cians.  However, I believe that the real beauty and magic of gospel music lies in its ability to comfort in times of 
sorrow; strengthen in times of weakness; celebrate in times of joy; and minister in times of spiritual need.  These 
messages are precisely what the Boston Community Choir tries to impart through its repertoire and performances.  
We share them and hope that each person will experience the love that we have for each other and for the music.  
Moreover, we know that there is a message for everyone. 

 

 The Boston Community Choir (a.k.a. The Boston Pops Gospel Choir), is an all-volunteer group comprised of sing-
ers from many church, community, and university choirs throughout the Greater Boston area��

�
The Boston Pops Gospel Choir was originally brought together to perform in the first "Gospel Night at POPS" in 
1993.  "Gospel Night" is a result of the  vision and commitment of the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s Cultural Di-
versity Committee.  This vision was particularly championed by the late Vondal M. Taylor, Jr. (1954-95), who was 
Vice-Chair of the Cultural Diversity Committee, and an overseer of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.  The Cultural 
Diversity Committee, in its effort to increase the diversity of Symphony Hall’s patronage, developed Gospel Night 
to appeal to a broader-than-traditional audience.  Gospel Night has since become an annual event that continues to 
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Gospel music, a pillar of Americana, continues to grow in its popularity both here and abroad.  From its humble roots 
to today's highly stylized iterations, it has captured the attention of many of the world's greatest musicians.  However, 
I believe that the real beauty and magic of gospel music lies in its ability to comfort in times of sorrow; strengthen in 
times of weakness; celebrate in times of joy; and minister in times of spiritual need.  These messages are precisely 
what the Boston Community Choir tries to impart through its repertoire and performances.  We share them and hope 
that each person will experience the love that we have for each other and for the music.  Moreover, we know that 
there is a message for everyone. 

 

 The Boston Community Choir (a.k.a. The Boston Pops Gospel Choir), is an all-volunteer group comprised of singers 
from many church, community, and university choirs throughtout the Greater Boston area��

�
The Boston Pops Gospel Choir was originally brought together to perform in the first "Gospel Night at POPS" in 
1993.  "Gospel Night" is a result of the  vision and commitment of the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s Cultural Diver-
sity Committee.  This vision was particularly championed by the late Vondal M. Taylor, Jr. (1954-95), who was Vice-
Chair of the Cultural Diversity Committee, and an overseer of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.  The Cultural Diver-
sity Committee, in its effort to increase the diversity of Symphony Hall’s patronage, developed Gospel Night to ap-
peal to a broader-than-traditional audience.  Gospel Night has since become an annual event that continues to feature 
the choir.  

��

After the death of Vondal Taylor in 1995, Brother Dennis Slaughter, who had performed with the choir since 1993, 
decided to develop Boston Community Choir as an entity outside of Symphony Hall.  Through his efforts and musical 
direction, the Boston Community Choir has become well-known throughout the Boston area for its inspired and up-
lifting performances.  In it's special way, this choir is adding to the very rich and exciting history of gospel music.  

COFFEE HOUR   2009 
 

 Sept 6th      Labor Day week-end  — no coffee 

        13th      Audrey Clarkson, Nancy Lewis, Carolyn Kyle 

         20th      Nancy Tsakirgis, Gail Gandolfi, Helen Mantarian 

         27th      Lori Wiswell, Debra Moore, Dorothy Williamson 

Oct     4th     Shirley Locke, Maria Niswonger, Betty Madden 

          11th    Sue Wolfendale, Diane Crofts, Kathy Flaherty 

           18th   MaryLou Tyler, Karen Conway, Lori Wiswell 

          25th    Christa Middler, Bill Silsby, Brenda Marshall 
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Senzeni Na:  Zulu for “What have we done?” 

Volunteer Fair and PovertyAwareness Fair  
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Hosted by The Poverty Program, Pennies for Poverty: 2 Cents 4 Change, Inc.,  

Social Action Committee of the First Religious Society, and the Belleville Congregational Church 

Thursday, October 15 
6:30 PM at Belleville  

Presenter: Ross Varney   

UN Declaration of Human Rights, article 25 and the power of peaceful music presented by Ross Varney 
and showing of Amandla: a Revolution in 4 Part Harmony.  

 

Friday, October 16 
World Food Day 9:00 – 9:15 AM   Fran Larkin What Children can Do! 

9:15 to noon Ed Bullock and David Sanipass Native American Storytelling  

10:30-noon     Special fair preview time for students. 

9:30-10:30 AM      NPO time to network. 

NOON  Fair Opens  Bake Sale Mystery Item Jelly Bean Auction 

Drop off site for Food Drive  

12-2 PM   “Waging a Living” Amesbury Friends  

2-3 PM      Immigration Forum presented by FRSUU  

3-4 PM     American Poverty  Mill Duncan  

IC 6:30-9:00  “The Road to Fondwa” presented by IC Haiti, at Immaculate Conception.  

 

Saturday, October 17 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  

9 AM – 2 PM Bake Sale Mystery Item Jelly Bean Auction 

9-10 AM Women and Poverty Rachel Rouillard  

10-11AM  Cultural Preservation John Hutchinson 

11-12  Girls Education in Kenya Debby Rooney  

12-2 PM  “Baraka” 

Belleville 5-7 PM Event MC Ross Varney  6 PM Power of Music by David Morrow 

Boston Community Choir 

7-9:00 PM 

Reception Hosted by:  Belleville Congregational Church 

Mystery Item Winner Announcements  



 

 

BELLEVILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH EXECUTIVE BOARD ME ETING 
 6/16/2009 

 

 Present:  Jim Marshall, Rev. Ross Varney, Lori Wiswell, Audrey Clarkson, Peggy Utterback, Bob Locke, Kathy Raywood  

A devotion from Corinthians was read by Ross.  

 

 Re:  minutes from 5/19/09 – the dates of Ross’ time off were corrected.  The corrected dates are 7/8 – 8/26.  Bob motioned to 
accept the minutes as written with the one correction.  Lori seconded.  There was a vote to accept the minutes.   

Rev. Ross:    Ross talked about Children’s Sunday.  10 children participated.  Members enjoyed the singing.  Ross will be meet-
ing with Kerri about some ideas for youth activities.   There are 2 weddings scheduled for the fall – one in September and one in 
October.  Ross would like to do only weddings that have a significant connection to the church or a church member.   There will 
be a fall healing service in connection with the church in Rowley.  This will take place on a Wednesday night.  There was also 
mention of possibly another fall concert to benefit Pennies for Poverty.  Ross talked about some of the coverage for pastoral care, 
funerals, hospital visits, etc. during his absence.  Persons mentioned were:  John Burciaga, Joan MacPherson, Rona Tindell.  Per-
sons covering did not necessarily have to be UCC ministers.  Lori brought up an interfaith ordination that Ross had recently at-
tended and asked if there was anyone that would be able to fill in.  Ross discussed his sabbatical as a time for completing some 
music projects, rest, study and also being available for family.   

Fellowship/Outreach:  Audrey had nothing to report.  They will try to meet in the summer.  Ross asked about increasing fellow-
ship.  

Stewardship and Finance:  Lori distributed budget handouts.  There is a $10,000 gift with family restrictions. There will be a 
$21,689 loss for the year.  Jim asked if gifts could be separate and not part of the regular budget.  Lori said pledges are down over 
the past 3 years due to members moving, going to other churches, or the death of some members.  Peggy asked about the CC 
pledges and intake.  Lori didn’t have the information.  The Stewardship and Finance Meeting was about the Tarbox Fund.  The 
question came up about being able to use $35,000 from the Tarbox Fund for the Capital Campaign.  There were $38,303 unan-
ticipated expenses over 3 years.   There is a $30,000 deficit budget including a bequest from the Bishop family.  If nothing 
changes over the next year, the deficit will be $40,000.  There are no restrictions on the Tarbox Fund money, it can be used.  The 
question came up about repaying a loan from the Tarbox Fund.  Pledges may not cover it.  Jim talked about ramps needing to be 
rebuilt.  The work has to be done in stages.  Lori asked what answers will be given to people’s questions at the 6/21 meeting.  
Lori also asked about starting work on the chapel building only and not the connector.  The first phase of the project was sup-
posed to be the connector only.  The cost - $110,000 with a roof and $70,000 without a roof.  The chapel has to be brought up to 
code.  There was discussion about the work on the connector being cut in half; first the ramp, etc. to the chapel.  The add-ons 
could be done later.  Questions came up about using the meeting house less.  Jim said we would need to use the meeting house 
more if we outgrew the chapel.  If our membership increased, income would also.  Some members have questioned connecting to 
the meeting house if the meeting house is not used as much.  Lori said building ½ the ramp would save money right now.    The 
meeting to be held the following Sunday (6/21) was going to be about borrowing money from the Tarbox Fund for the Capital 
Campaign.  Bill said we now have $50,000 in CC money.  He asked if maybe for the Sunday meeting, there could be a question 
about authorizing up to $35,000.  Ross said a motion is needed for what phase we’re going to start with.  Jim said that for the 
meeting, there should be a vote to borrow with a limit.   

Worship and Ed.:  Peggy said there would be no Communion Sundays for July and August.  There should be a sign put out in-
dicating which building is being used for services.  Services would probably be in the chapel unless the temperature was too hot.   

The tentative coverage for services during Ross’ absence is:  

  Keri  7/12 Bill   7/19 Kathy  7/26 Bill  8/2 

 Gail   8/9 Bill   8/16 Sue  8/23  

 There will also be no choir during July and August.  Jim mentioned David’s contract which is still pending.  There was a ques-
tion about David’s vacation dates.  Cynthia would be the back-up organist.   

 

 Building Committee:  Bob will be on vacation 7/11 – 7/25.  There was a new water line installed from the street to the parson-
age.  The cost was $1,275.   

 Old Business:    David’s vacation? 

      $55,000 in Capital Campaign Fund  

                            7 grants have been applied for.  Banks should be notifying us within a few weeks.  

Next meeting will be in August, possibly 8/18.    Bill and Jim offered a closing prayer.   

������������� �
�

	
�����



 

 

  DATE 

�� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� ����������
���������
��� ���������!�
�

�� 
�
"#$�%���#�!�
&
���
'��
�
(�����
�)��(�!�
�*+�����!�

�� �� ��

��
��$�#�!��,
�

��
-
&�$��
.�
���/��������
)�� ���������(
)
.�

��
��$0� ��1'�&�
�2�,!�
�*���!�

��
3�&'����� ��(
������2��!�

�,� ��� �
�

���
��$�#�!��,
�
	
� 
4�����2�,
�
���)
.�� #��'�
�,
�
���0�����!���������

��� ���
�5� ���0��
3�
$)��!�

���
3�&'����� ��(
������2��!�

��� ��� ���


,�
��$�#�!��,
�
���)
.�
� #��'�


��
���������
��� ���������!�



� 
��
3�&'����� ��(
������2��!�


�� 
��
+��)��$�0��


��
+��)��$�0��


��
��$�#�!��,
�
���)
.�
� #��'�


�� 
�� �,�
3�&'����� ��(
������2��!�

� � �

�������������	
����������������	
����������������	
����������������	
���

��
������������

OCTOBER DATES 
October 15 6:30 PM at Belleville     Presenter: Ross Varney  

October 17 Belleville 5-7 PM Event MC Ross Varney   6 PM   Power of Music by David Morrow 

Boston Community Choir  7-9:00 PM 
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 August 
29 Russell Peirce  

29 Kathaleen Webber  

30 Herb Williamson  

30 Louise McRae 
  

  September  
2 Caitlin Clarke 

4 Janet McDonnell 

4 Will Beauparlant 

5 Sue Burgess 

6 Richard Bartlett 

9 Helen Mantarian 

9 Diana Grandoni 

10 Michael Charmanski 

10 Chris DeLong 

11 Elizabeth Webber 

15 Steven Middler 

17 Jason Beauparlant 

20 Lori Wiswell 

20 Ben Heersink 

22 David Twombly 

25 Jim Utterback 

26 Ross Varney 

27 Dorothy Sprague 

27 Carolyn Kyle 

29 Richard Van Amburgh 

30 Keri Pennell 

 

 October  
1 Christopher Sprague 

8 Virginia Lowell 

8 Erv Bode 

8 Christopher Clarke 

9 Nicholas Howard 

13 Denis Ipbuken 

14 Sue Bennett 

15 Kate Clunie 

18 Nat Codin 

16 George Hangen 

19 Raymond Dugdale 

21 Elizabeth Proctor 

22 Keith Conway 

23 Austin Lanham 

24 Janet Woodman 

25 Emily Wright 

25 Aiden Proctor 

25 Sophie Proctor 

26 Stephen Woodman 

26 Emily Fay 

29 Irene Bradford 
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Church Officers: 
 

Moderator 

James Marshall 

Clerk 

Kathy Raywood 
 

Treasurer 

Mary Lou Tyler 

Collector 

Assistant Treasurer 

William Silsby 
 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 

Auditor 

Jim Samuelson 
 

Members-at-Large (Ex. Board) 

Bob Locke 

Helen Hatcher 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Persons: 
Board of Fellowship and  

Outreach 

Diane Crofts 

Board of Worship and Education 

Kelly Burke-Anderson 
 

Board of Stewardship and Finance 

Mary Lou Tyler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCC Delegate 

Emery Rice 

 

Belleville Church Website is: 

http://www.bellevillechurch.org/ 

 
 

*****  

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nancy Tsakirgis 

Flower Coordinator  

Shirley Locke 

Hospitality Coordinator  

Audrey Clarkson 

Sexton  

Bob Locke 

 

Email:  bellevillechurch@verizon.net 

Pastor's office hours:   

Tues. 11 am—12:30pm  

Wed. and Thurs. 10:30 am to noon.   

Please call to assure the pastor is available  

Church Office 978-465-7734 

Office Administrator, Joyce Dumais 

Office hours : 

Tuesday through Friday 9a.m.—12 noon 

Non-Profit Organization 
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